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president’s message

of activities that complement and enrich the 
academic experience, such as theater, music, 
art, athletics, and stimulating presentations. 
While the engaging learning in Minot State 
University classrooms and laboratories is our 
most important purpose, we also recognize 
and appreciate the diversity of experiences 
and activities that provide us an exciting and 
thought-provoking atmosphere. As I come to 
know our university and its many features 
that contribute to learning and growth, I’m 
reminded of Virginia Woolf ’s observation 

that, “One of the signs of passing youth is the birth of a sense  
of fellowship with other human beings as we take our place  
among them.” 

One such notable space and place for fellowship on campus is 
our new Beaver Dam (a name selected from many suggested by 
our students). The original Student Union Ballroom has been 
renovated into an engaging center for student activities. Features 
include state-of-the-art music and sound, billiards, electronic 
shuffleboard, Starbucks coffee, Sandella’s made-to-order food, 
soft furniture, a fireplace, large screen televisions, and an outdoor 
patio, among others. All of this was done to provide our students 
a place to gather, to relax, to meet new friends, and to enjoy Minot 
State University—AND to experience another facet of the life of 
a vibrant university. 

The Beaver Dam has exceeded all of our expectations as a place 
for our students on campus to come together and enjoy each other’s 
company. This wouldn’t have happened without the commitment of 
the students and of many others to make Minot State University an 
inviting place for students. The students were instrumental in the 
design and are contributing to the support of the Beaver Dam. I stop 
by there often, and I am amazed by the large number of students 
(and faculty and staff) who are enjoying this facility. 

The Beaver Dam, the Multicultural Center, our renovated Crane 
and Dakota Halls, and so much more have been made possible due 
to the outstanding efforts of one of our valued staff members, Jared 
Edwards. He is featured in this edition of Connections and his work 
and successful tenure at the university are well described. But no 
article can do justice to the extent of his work, the extraordinary 
support of his staff, and his dedication to our university. Minot State 
University has a beautiful campus and a well-functioning physical 
plant, and so much of that credit should go to Jared.

I invite all of our alumni and friends to visit our campus and 
to see our new Beaver Dam and enjoy coffee and conversation 
with our students. I’m sure you’ll be pleased with this beautiful 
new place and so many other engaging places on our campus. At 
Minot State University, we are dedicated to creating a dynamic and 
engaging university, focused on high standards and excellence in the 
classroom, that is worthy of being recognized as one of the premier 
regional, public universities in the great, Great Plains. 

 —David Fuller
President

 

	 he day before I wrote this article I  
	 attended the “Mexican Adventure” at  
	 noon in our new Multicultural  
Center—a renovated space to the south of 
Buckshot’s, formerly called the snack bar in 
the lower level of the Student Union. When I 
arrived the room was full of students, faculty, 
and staff, and it was loud with conversation 
and laughing. Liana Henderson, our new 
Spanish instructor, was demonstrating the 
Salsa dance in the middle of the room, while 
festive Hispanic music played. Everyone  
appeared to be having a wonderful time, smiling, eating Mexican 
food, and talking to others. 

The previous week many on campus enjoyed another event  
in the center: a demonstration of cooking Chinese food and  
discussion about the culture of China. Professor “Mike” Li,  
our visiting professor from Sias International University in 
Zhengzhou, People’s Republic of China, the institution with 
whom we signed a partnership agreement last year, was preparing 
the food and teaching how to roll dough for Chinese dumplings. 
On this day, too, the room was full of students, faculty, and staff, 
talking, eating, and enjoying the interaction, the demonstration, 
and learning about the Chinese culture. 

This space and many others across campus are being developed 
and improved to offer our students, faculty, and staff new places to 
gather, to talk, to enjoy activities, and to appreciate the engaging 
and dynamic atmosphere of a university. A university should be a 
place with outstanding teaching and learning and full of a variety 

“	The original Student Union Ballroom has 

been renovated into an engaging center for 

student activities. Features include state-of-

the-art music and sound, billiards, electronic 

shuffleboard, Starbucks coffee, Sandella’s 

made-to-order food, soft furniture, a fireplace, 

large screen televisions, and an outdoor patio, 

among others. All of this was done to provide 

our students a place to gather, to relax, to 

meet new friends, and to enjoy Minot State 

University—AND to experience another facet 

of the life of a vibrant university.”
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HAPPENINGS

Homecoming ’06

All Homecoming photos by Sandra Nordstrom, except for alumni float courtesy of Alumni Office.

Homecoming 2006, featuring the theme “Get Your Beav’ On,” enjoyed fine weather and excellent support. Three campus units (Alumni 
Association, Center for Extended Learning/Enrollment Services and Nursing Student Association) tied for best float in the Homecoming 
parade. The football team annihilated South Dakota Tech 30-0 at a packed Parker Stadium in the annual Homecoming game.
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Third-Annual Greek Reunion

Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity

Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity Beta Theta Sorority

Mu Sigma Tau Fraternity Delta Zeta Sorority

an invitation to the 2006 event and want to attend a future event, 
be sure to contact the Alumni Office to be included in the mailing 
list. And if you are interested in helping in any special way, please 
contact the Alumni Office at 858-3234.

The third-annual Greek Reunion was held during Homecoming 
activities on Friday, Sept. 22. Approximately 250 attended the 
social event at the Holiday Inn. An event will be held again  
during Homecoming 2007. Mark your calendar for Sept. 21 to 
come back to MSU and renew old friendships. If you didn’t receive 
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Auctioneer John Bearman (back, right) was assisted by Randy Burckhard and Brad Botz. Scholarship 
recipients assisted with the display of items.

Botz found someone in the crowd bidding on the 
helmet signed by the MSU football team.

Kim Thompson, John MacMartin and Tawnya Bernsdorf pose with the 
statuette of Dr. Fuller.

A large group attended the 24th-annual event.

The 24th-annual MSU GALA Dinner and Auction was held 
on Oct. 6 at the Holiday Inn and proved to be another success for 
the Alumni Association. Approximately $39,000 was raised during 
this popular fundraiser. 

Proceeds added to the Alumni Endowment Fund bring its  
principal balance to over $550,000. This enables the Alumni 
Association to increase scholarships it provides for worthy MSU 
students.

Listed on pages 20-21 are the many generous contributors 
of merchandise, cash and/or corporate sponsorships that helped  
make this event such a great success. We are most grateful for their 
support of Minot State University and the Alumni Association’s 
special fundraising event. 

We look forward to seeing participants at future MSU events 
and especially the 2007 MSU GALA set for Oct. 5.

All GALA photos by Adam Konczewski.

Gala
Alumni Association

24th annual

dinner & auction 
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Alumni Association 
Travel Opportunities

Travel the world with 
alumni and friends!
The tour offerings are available to all 
graduates, former students, friends of 
MSU, as well as anyone ready for the 
adventure of a lifetime. Travel opportu-
nities are currently available through 
2007.

2007
February...............  Eastern Caribbean
.................................... Panama Canal
March.................Nascar in Las Vegas
...................TransAtlantic with Venice
April.....................  Western Caribbean
..................................................... Italy
May... Germany, Austria & Switzerland
.................................... Best of Greece
June............................... Disney World
.......................................NYC Theatre
July........................... Treasures of Italy
...................................Best of Norway
..................................14-day Australia
August .......................... Williamsburg 	
........................... & Washington, D.C.
..................................Romantic Rhine
September ................Heart of Europe
.......................... Heart of British Isles
........................Alaska Inside Passage
.................................Grecian Explorer
October............ Classic New England
November .......... Las Vegas weekend
December .................. Italian Holiday
For more information, contact the 
Alumni Office at 800-777-0750, 
ext. 3234 or 701-858-3234; email: 
alumni@minotstateu.edu

Denver Event

Annual Giving
It has been a whirlwind year here at Minot State University, 

and I have faced the challenges and opportunities with much  
enthusiasm. I have had the chance to meet so many wonderful 
people who are either connected to MSU or believe in everything 
that Minot State University is trying to accomplish. All of you 
make my job worthwhile and exciting at the same time. My last 
article in Connections talked about the importance of annual  
giving and ways to make that happen. This article will focus more 
on year-end giving and how it benefits you and MSU.  

Year end is an excellent time for giving. You are not only giv-
ing to initiatives and scholarship opportunities, but you are also able to use this as a tax 
deduction before the tax season is done. When you make a gift to help support higher 
education, you aren’t just giving; you are carrying on your legacy. By supporting Minot 
State University, you can help and be a part of securing the university’s vision for the 
future—to achieve national distinction as one of the premier, public, regional universities 
in the “great” Great Plains. 

There are many ways for you to give to Minot State University. You can make a cash 
gift, a planned gift, a gift annuity, or a gift of stock. 

I hope you all received the Annual Excellence letter. If you have any questions or 
comments, I can be reached at 701-858-3373 or tawnya.bernsdorf@minotstateu.edu. 
Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season!

—Tawnya Bernsdorf
Director of Alumni/Annual Giving

Alumni attended the MSU luncheon event held in Golden, Colo., on Oct. 21 at the Table Mountain 
Inn. Pictured, left to right, seated, Diana Pfau; standing, Christine Brekke-Scott, Joline Black, 
Kathy Brekke, Liz Alme, Sherry Richardson, Shirley Keith, Videll Nordmark, Linda Christianson; 
back row, Tawnya Bernsdorf, Kristine Kraft, Bill Kraft, Bruce Morrison, Jeff Podolski, Pat Podolski. 
Not picture, Johanna Cass, Bob Cvancara.

See page 30 for 2007 schedule of events.
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Minot State University hosted a reunion for Coach Ken Becker 
and his football, baseball, basketball and golf teams during 
Homecoming. More than 125 people were able to make it back 
to honor their coach and share some memories, including Coach 
Becker’s entire family.

The two-day reunion was full of activities, including the Beaver 
Booster luncheon, a campus tour, football team practice, and a 
reunion social on Friday. On Saturday, the team members rode on 
a float in the Homecoming parade, were introduced at halftime of 

the football game, and were recognized at the MSU Hall of Fame 
banquet. It was announced that over $46,000 has been raised for 
the Ken Becker Athletic Scholarship, which is well on the way to 
its $100,000 goal.

Minot State University was very happy with the event and 
looks forward to coordinating future reunions. Thank you to all the 
reunion participants for taking the time to come back and share the 
2006 Homecoming. A picture slideshow is available on the Web site at   
www.msubeavers.com. Click on the Ken Becker reunion slideshow.

Ken Becker Reunion

Kneeling—Left to Right: Donn Feldner, Jerry Hoiland, Gary Olmstead, Terry Summers, Greg Fjeld, Bert Leidholt, Mike Gessner, Bruce Meidinger, 
Mike Schatz, Brian Hornecker. Standing, Left to Right: Merlin Martin, Ted Deschamp, Jim Haider, Ken Escoffery, Frank Bruels, Rich Feldner, Greg 
Johnson, Jim Vossler, Mike Klimpel, Bruce Bremer, Brad Johnson, Kevin Hatfield, Coach Ken Becker, Howard Tribble, Doug Johnson, Ray Giacoletti, 
Craig Tweten, Doug Nelson, Chipper Farrell, Bruce Kramer, Rick Hedberg, Keith Urbaniak, Erik Bjork, Mike Johnson, Tom Feldner, Don Werlinger.

Becker family. Sitting—Ken and Luellla Becker. Standing—Patti Court, 
Whitey Becker, Julie Arbach, Nancy Johnson.

First row—Left to Right: Jim Vossler, David Aamot, John Schwan, Dean 
Bachmeier, Mike Gessner, Bruce Meidinger, Doug Johnson, Ted Deschamp, 
Mike Schatz. Second Row—Left to Right: Brian Hornecker, Ray Giacoletti, 
Howard Tribble, Bruce Bremer, Greg Fjeld, Chipper Farrell, Wendell Mon-
geon, Merlin Martin, Dave Greenwood, Rick Waters, Gary Olmstead, Ken 
Escoffery, Chris Gardner, Mike Johnson, Bruce Kramer, Coach Ken Becker.

Homecoming 2007 will include a celebration of 50 years of MSU Baseball. 
A Baseball Reunion will be held in conjunction with all the other 

Homecoming festivities, Sept. 21-23, 2007. See you there!
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M

cover story

	 any people view MSU President David Fuller as a dynamic person—positive in attitude and full of 

energy and new ideas. 

True to his nature, Fuller hopes to transform Minot State University’s low-profile campus into a dynamic 

place that integrates living and learning.  His ultimate goal is to create a premier regional university worthy 

of national distinction.

“When I got here, I was struck with how quiet  it was here,” the president said. “We were telling students, 

‘Come to our place, don’t make a lot of noise and get your work done before 4:30 because we’re going to 

shut the doors and turn off the lights in our Student Union and in most offices and buildings.’”

Campus to Become a More  
Dynamic and Engaging Place

�winter 2006

Students enjoy the Beaver Dam, a new lounge in the former Student Union ballroom.
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cavernous facility was used sporadically for 
dances, banquets and shows, but student 
leaders wanted it to have a more permanent 
use.

A $1.1 million facelift has produced 
the Beaver Dam, a sumptuous lounge that  
includes pool tables, shuffleboard, large-
screen television, soft furniture, fireplace, 
sandwich shop and a Starbucks. Outside 

the lounge is a patio 
with colorful out-
door furniture and 
umbrellas.

T h e  S t u d e n t 
Association relocated 
its offices to the vicin-
ity of Beaver Dam, 
giving student leaders 
greater access to their  
constituents. 

“There’s some-
thing about a Student 
Union that allows 
students to gather,  

exchange stories, study, work on computers, 
listen to music, develop friendships and get 
to know their peers,” Fuller said. “We should 
provide a variety of spaces that are engag-
ing and loud and fun, in addition to those 
places that are quiet and provide for study 
and reflection. These places allow students 
and community members opportunities to 
develop a connection to this place.”

The Student Union, built in 1961, also 
experienced an upgrade to its heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning and sprinkler 
systems.  Handicapped-accessible restrooms 
replaced older facilities.

Crane Hall
Built in 1960, 

Crane Hall served  
a s  a  r e s i d e n c e 
hall until the late 
1990s, when a trend  
toward off-campus 
l iv ing forced it s 
closure. After it sat 
idle for f ive years, 
university off icials 
planned to convert 
it to a professional  
development center. 

But the president 
had other ideas. He 
felt MSU was losing 
it s  ident it y  a s  a  

residential university. With only 13 percent 
of its students living on campus, it was 
drifting toward the status of a community 
college. He wanted Crane Hall to re-emerge 
as an attractive, modern residence hall on 
the west end of campus. 

Two years and $4.4 million later, Crane 
is now an ultramodern residence hall  
featuring two-room suites for four residents 
with a shared bathroom. The hall accom-
modates 88 students. 

Suite and apartment-style arrangements 
have replaced gang-style dorms on college 
campuses. Privacy has become the new  
cur renc y w ith young people .  L i sa 
Eriksmoen, MSU’s director of residence 
life, attributes this trend to changing  
demographics.

“Students nowadays come from small 
families, where they have their own room, 
some their own bathroom,” she said. 
“They’re used to their own space. The 
thought of sharing a small room is stressful 
to them.”

In 2007, Minot State will require 
that first-year students live on campus, a  
common practice at other campuses in the 
state.

“We’re going to guarantee them a better 
academic experience, help them develop 
long-lasting friendships and get them more 
engaged in the campus community,” 
Fuller said of the adjustment. “Living on 

(continued from previous page)

Jeremy Hierso, a freshman from France, swipes 
his ID card to access his Crane Hall suite. 

Residence hall director Evan Meiers enters Crane Hall from the south. The 
stained-glass art surrounding the doors was donated to the university by the 
family of the late T. H. Luedke in 1985. The windows hung in Old Main 
until it was remodeled in 2003. Sandra Berger of California designed the 
panels.

Fuller believes that education goes  
beyond knowledge-transfer in classrooms 
and laboratories. He favors, instead, a  
holistic model in which learning takes place 
across campus and around the community 
at nontraditional times.

Through surveys and focus groups, 
stakeholders on campus and in the commu-
nity affirmed this view. They favored more 

academic rigor, multicultural and diversity 
awareness, and civic engagement.

“There is a real interest in creating much 
more of a dynamic campus—more activity, 
more support, more, as the students say, 
things to do,” Fuller said.

The president hopes that recent upgrades 
to several campus buildings—the Student 
Union, Crane Hall and Dakota Hall—will 
have a catalytic effect on campus climate. 

Student Union
The antiquated ballroom in the Student 

Union experienced a dramatic change. The 

“	We should provide a variety of spaces that 

are engaging and loud and fun, in addition 

to those places that are quiet and provide 

for study and reflection. These places allow 

s tudents  and communit y  member s  

opportunities to develop a connection to  

this place.”
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student use. In the past, food and drink 
were prohibited in the facility. Although it’s 
the academic heart of the university and a 
place to study, research and read, the library 
should also be known as a place to engage in 
dialogue, read current newspapers and enjoy 
a cup of coffee or sandwich, Fuller said.

Future changes on campus will involve 
Swain Hall and the newly purchased A.J. 
Automotive building across Broadway 
from the campus. The president hopes  
that these facilities will eventually house  
niche programs that will garner national 
recognition for the university.

As MSU advances on its long trajectory 
toward its 2013 Centennial, the word  
“dynamic” will become a familiar touch-
stone on campus.

“We have to think in innovative and 
new ways about the modern student,” 
Fuller said.

campus helps students do better academi-
cally, become more involved in campus life 
and develop a stronger relationship to the 
university.”

Crane Hall also features a classroom for 
on-campus course delivery and summer 
conferences, making the hall a futuristic 
living-and-learning center.

Dakota Hall
Since its construction in 1931, the 

centrally located Dakota Hall has been 
a favorite of upper-division and graduate 
women. This past year, restrooms, showers 
and laundry facilities on the south end 
were upgraded for the convenience of its 
47 residents. Cost of the renovation was 
$650,000.

In addition, the Residence Life staff 
relocated to new offices on the ground floor 
of the building, bringing them closer to the 
residence halls they monitor. 

Dakota Hall is noted for the seriousness 
of its residents. As a unit, it traditionally has 
the highest grade point average on campus. 

Other Changes
The Slaaten Center, named for retired 

business professor Doris Slaaten, has been 
renovated into a duplex for MSU students. 
The building was originally built as a Tri-Sig 
sorority house in the 1960s. Sold to the uni-
versity foundation in the mid-1970s, it housed 
older-than-average and graduate women. 

The Gordon B. Olson Library will 
soon feature a food-and-drink kiosk for 

“	We’re going to guarantee 

them a better academic  

experience, help them develop 

long-lasting friendships and 

get them more engaged in 

the campus community. 

Living on campus helps  

students do better academi-

cally, become more involved 

in campus life and develop a 

stronger relationship to the 

university.”

Initial Impressions Are 
Quite Favorable
Students and staff are settling into their 
renovated spaces on campus. Here are some 
initial reactions:

Evan Meiers, a senior 
music education major, 
is the residence hall  
director of Crane Hall.

On the refurbished 
hall: “It’s tailored for 
upper-class students 

who want to excel in their learning. It’s 
really quiet in here.”

On residents’ reaction to the hall: 
“Everything’s positive. They love it 
here. There are activities for them to 
do. I haven’t heard one complaint about 
this place.”

Ali Guitian, a senior 
broadcasting major, 
is president of the 
Student Association.

On Beaver Dam: 
“I went in there to 
study for a test one 

night at 8 p.m., and I stayed until  
10 p.m. when it closed. It was in full 
use that entire evening. It’s always  
being used.”

On the SA’s new second-floor offices: 
“Students are able to see that the student 
government is doing something for the 
student body. I’ve had more people stop 
in since we are by the Beaver Dam.”

Lisa Eriksmoen is  
director of Residence 
Life.

On her new office 
complex in Dakota 
Hall: “We are excited 
to be in such a nice 

office space. We’re especially excited to 
have windows.”

On mandatory freshman residency 
next year: “It works on a lot of other 
campuses. There are going to be grow-
ing pains with it. Then it becomes the 
culture of the campus, and no one even 
thinks twice about it anymore.”

Dakota Hall received several upgrades over the 
past year. John Dewey Reborn

Educational reformer John Dewey first pro-
posed dynamic, engaged learning at the 
start of the 19th century. In his seminal work, 	
“Democracy and Education,” he proposed 
learning by doing, a notion that derived from 
the philosophy of Pragmatism. For Dewey, 
education should not be the teaching of dead 
facts. Instead, students should attain knowledge	
and skills by being fully integrated into their 
environment. His philosophy stressed the 
development of problem-solving and critical-
thinking skills rather than memorization.
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campus profile

Edwards Oversees 	
a Small Empire on Campus	 	
Although he didn’t run a jackhammer or wield a nail gun, 

Jared Edwards was a key worker on the recent Crane Hall, 
Dakota Hall and the Student Union reconstruction jobs.

As director of Plant Services, Edwards oversees all capital 
construction on the Minot State campus. Since 1989, he has been 
involved with nine buildings and numerous other capital projects 
worth in excess of $50 million. 

Edwards’ fingerprints are on virtually every campus landmark—
Model Hall, Gordon B. Olson Library, Memorial Hall, Cyril 
Moore Science Center, Student Union-Administration Building 
and Old Main, in addition to the recent projects.

Not bad for a man who started as a carpenter at MSU in 1985. 
Edwards later managed campus buildings, while another worker 
handled the grounds. When the duties were combined in 1989, 
Edwards became director of Plant Services. The self-effacing  
director manages 21 buildings on MSU’s leafy 102-acre campus.

Toughest Job
Edwards said his biggest challenge was the Old Main renova-

tion, which was completed in 2003 at a cost of $8.9 million. The 
project transformed a quaint 1914-era building into a 21st-century 
facility. 

“We turned that project around in a little over 13 months,” 
Edwards said. “While doing so, areas of the building were still 
providing academic services to our students.”

Before demolition began, Edwards’ staff moved whole depart-
ments to other buildings on campus. After construction, it moved 
them back into their new facilities. Coordination was very impor-
tant, since phones and computers had to continue working. One 
indomitable department, however, never moved.

“We didn’t displace IT Central throughout the entire process,” 
Edwards recalled. “We used a lot of plastic and Visqueen, and had 
wires everywhere. We literally had to lay carpet underneath them, 
but we didn’t lose any service.”

Coordinator Role
Edwards’ role in capital construction has expanded through the 

years. He has become more involved in planning the projects he 
oversees. This means interacting with the staff of the State Board 
of Higher Education and members of the N.D. Legislature.

“These projects don’t happen overnight,” he said. “We know 
which step we are going to take, one to the next. You have to plan 
out 10 years. We have to tell our story, show how a project meshes 
with other projects and other academic missions that we have.”

With each project, Edwards facilitates on one committee 
to select an architect and on another for design development. 

Throughout the process, he solicits input from the academic  
departments that will use the facilities.

“There are certain things we want to accomplish with the  
building envelope, but the detail has to come from the faculty who 
know their disciplines much better than we do,” he said.

Real Job
With the completion of the three capital projects this fall, 

Edwards was freed to return to his first job — supervising 52 full-
time and 30 part-time Plant Services employees who maintain the 
campus on a daily basis. The staff includes custodians, carpenters, 
boiler operators, vehicle mechanics, electricians, plumbers 
and systems mechanics, along with maintenance and delivery  
personnel. 

The office coordinates not only service calls for building  
maintenance and HVAC (heating, ventilating and air conditioning), 
but also the daily motor pool, receiving and parcel services,  
parking and campus police.
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Buildings demand 
more maintenance 
as they age, he said. 

A case in point 
i s  Sw a i n  H a l l . 
The 1952 gymna-
sium still uses fuses  
a nd  s t e a m he a t 
a n d  l a c k s  a i r - 
conditioning and 
adequate venti la-
t ion. It struggles  
t o  h a n d l e  t h e 

demands of the student f itness center 
located there.

“Our next capital project would be Swain 
Hall,” he said. “The facility is deteriorating. 
We have electrical issues. We’re maxed out 
powerwise. It needs a complete electrical 
and mechanical upgrade.”

Family Ties
For Edwards, Minot State is a family  

affair. His grandmother, Bessie Freed, 
served as housemother for Minot State’s  
Mu Sigma Tau fraternity in the 1950s. 

His father, Bill Edwards, worked at MSU 
for 20 years, first as an assistant to President 
Gordon B. Olson and later as registrar. 

Edwards’ sister, Shawneen Voiles, gradu-
ated from Minot State. She teaches part time 
for MSU’s Department of Teacher Education 
and Human Performance and for the Center 
for Extended Learning. She has taught for 32 
years in the Minot Public Schools.

When he takes a break from his demand-
ing job, Edwards likes to play golf and hunt. 
Early mornings in the field transport him 
into an almost ethereal realm.

“I like when the prairie comes alive,”  
he said. “You can hear the birds f lying 
overhead; you can’t see them yet. As the sun 
breaks, all of a sudden you see a little fox 10 
feet from you. It’s fun to be out there right 
in the middle of it, away from everything. 
You don’t even see a utility pole.”

But his mind and heart soon return to 
the MSU campus, where the maintenance 
and construction work never ends—just the 
way Edwards likes it.

Lon Drevecky, president and chief  
mechanical engineer for Prairie Engineering 
PC, has worked on MSU construction 
projects for 27 years.

On a Student Union remodeling project 
early in Edwards’ career: “He dove into 
that project and dissected it into small 
pieces. He got it done and got it done 
quickly. I was amazed at his ability to tackle 
a difficult job at such a young age and do 
it that successfully.”

On his vision: “He’s a pretty astute  
individual. He knows what he would like to 
see out of a project. He has ability to push 
a project along. That’s important.”

Wayne Whitty, an architect with Anderson, 
Wade, Whitty & Larson PC, worked on 
the recent Crane Hall and Student Union 
remodelings.

On Edwards’ knowledge: “You can ask 
him where every shutoff valve on campus 
is, and he can lead you right to it, tell you 
the size of it and when it was replaced. 
He knows which products are easiest to 
maintain, most durable and the best dollar 
value for the purchase price.”

On his availability: “We meet regu-
larly when we have projects going on. It 

takes one phone call, and he’s either at our  
office, or we’re sitting down at the job site.”

Kevin Mattson, president of Mattson 
Construction, has been a general contractor 
on MSU projects since 1973.

On Edwards’ judgment: “He knows the 
mechanical systems there. He knows how 
the heat and air are distributed in a build-
ing. That’s usually what people complain 
about—it’s too cold, too hot, too stuffy.”

On his instructions to build an outdoor 
volleyball court: “(Edwards) said, ‘Here’s 
the spot. I want you to dig a hole and fill 
it full of sand.’”

Ron Dorn, MSU vice president for  
administration and finance, oversees Plant 
Services.

On Edwards’ role: “He is the repre-
sentative between the university and the 
contractor. He would be our eyes and ears.”

On his planning ability: “He’ll say we 
need to do this. If we don’t do it now, this 
is what it will cost a couple of years down 
the road.”

On his value to MSU: “I’ve been 30 
years in this business. He’s as good as any 
of them that I’ve worked with.”

“We have some talented individuals,” 
Edwards said. “They need to be com-
mended. Our staff is excellent in providing 
services.”

Being proactive with facility mainte-
nance is his goal, but tight budgets and 
reduced staff limit what can be done. 

As Other Professionals See Jared Edwards
To gain perspective on Jared Edwards, Connections spoke to local professionals who have 
worked with him over the years. Here are their comments:

“	Edwards’ fingerprints are on virtually every 

campus landmark—Model Hall, Gordon  

B. Olson Library, Memorial Hall, Cyril  

Moore Science Center, Student Union- 

Administration Building and Old Main, in 

addition to the recent projects.”

Alumni 
Online

The MSU Alumni Association main-

tains a database of alumni and provides 

an online directory. The listing includes all  

graduates, as well as former students, 

including their name, maiden name, 

city, state, and class year. 

Alumni who have requested the  

university not release their information 

will be excluded. If you are not interested  

in being included, want to update the 

information listed or provide informa-

tion for inclusion, please e-mail your 

information to alumni@minotstateu.

edu. We are continually updating, so 

visit often.
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where are they now?

Bill Edwards’ sister, Marguerite Chambers, worked at Minot 
State for 24 years. She began as assistant bookstore manager in 
1963 and became manager in 1983. She retired in 1987.

And Bill Edwards’ mother, Bessie Freed, served as housemother 
for MSU’s Mu Sigma Tau fraternity in the 1950s.

In retirement, Bill Edwards says he limits his activity to things 
he likes to do.

“I’ve got a garden, a big yard and a little place at the lake—a lot 
of maintenance to take care of. I go over and watch a few ballgames 
at Minot State,” he said.

The former registrar also attends monthly luncheons with 
former faculty and staff members. And if anyone asks, he can tell 
them about life on campus before computers.

Minot Couple Touches Lives  
Through Education

A Montana native found a home in the Magic City while  
attending Minot State University.

Helena-raised Terry Voiles came to MSU to play basketball 
for Coach Wes Luther in the early 1970s. As a mop-headed point 
guard, Voiles played on two conference champion teams. His 
teammates included Kurt Carlson, Frank Bruels, Steve Dentz  
and Walter Bees. 

During his senior season, Voiles was third on the team in scor-
ing, averaging 12 points per game. He downplays his contribution 
to the winning squad.

“I had the record for the most fouls. That probably still stands,” 
he said.

Out-of-state members of that team developed a special  
camaraderie while living in Pioneer Hall. 

“It was a suitcase college then,” he recalled. “Everyone went 
home. Come Friday afternoon, we had the whole place to ourselves. 
We became pretty close.”

A physical education major, Voiles learned bedrock values that 
he carried into his teaching and coaching career. 

“I hoped to take a little bit of Wes Luther, Fred Brooks, Gordon 
Olson and Bill Edwards and pass those attributes on to students. 
They were good models,” he said.

Voiles coached boys’ basketball at Bishop Ryan High School for 
10 years. He then returned to MSU and coached women’s basket-
ball for seven years. After a few years in the investment business, 
he returned to Bishop Ryan as principal five years ago. He applauds 
the schools in his adopted city.

“Educationally, this city is about as good as you can find,”  
he said. “Minot State is a wonderful university. Bishop Ryan is  
an excellent school. We have to be because the public schools are 
so outstanding.”

Voiles and his wife Shawneen have one son, Cort, a freshman 
at Bishop Ryan.

Shawneen Voiles is the sister of Jared Edwards, MSU’s director 
of Plant Services, and the daughter of Bill Edwards, the school’s for-
mer registrar. She, too, has a long affiliation with the university.

Former Registrar Led Computer  
Revolution at MSU

Former Regist ra r Bi l l  Edwards was present at the  
creation—the creation of computerized registration at Minot  
State University. 

“That’s a long, involved story,” Edwards told Connections 
recently.

The story began when Minot State created an Experimental 
College in 1971. Flush with a $350,000 grant from the National 
Science Foundation, the college created the first computer center 
on campus. 

The university leased an IBM 1130 computer for $1,200 a month 
in 1972. It consisted of a keyboard console, disk drive, printer and 
punch-card reader. It boasted eight kilobytes of memory.

By 1974, 500 MSU students were using the computer center 
annually. In addition, Campus School students used it for daily 
computer-assisted instruction.

When the Experimental College’s grant ended, Edwards  
approached instructor Eric Clausen about the popular piece  
of hardware.

“I talked to Eric about getting some computer stuff going,” 
Edwards recalled. “Eric had the old IBM 1130. He told a student 
what I had in mind, and he made a pretty nice registration system. 
It was a one-horse deal, but it got the job done.” 

Later, the state Board of Higher Education decided to create a 
statewide computer system to handle student records. 

“I was on that development team. We designed it ourselves. That 
lasted up until just recently. Now, they’ve run into some problems 
with what they’ve done. It doesn’t seem to work right,” Edwards 
said, referring to the ConnectND system.

ConnectND is designed to link colleges and administrative 
offices with the same administrative software. The North Dakota 
University System recently announced that it would replace its 
PeopleSoft software with Oracle’s Fusion over the next four years. 
Oracle bought former rival PeopleSoft in 2004.

Edwards has a long relationship with Minot State. While  
attending the school from 1948 to 1952, he majored in  
physical education and played football and golf. 

After graduation, Edwards taught and coached at Underwood 
for a year and then at Minot High School for 17 years. He  
returned to Minot State in 1969 as an assistant to President Gordon 
B. Olson. He became registrar in 1975, a position he held until 
he retired in 1990.

“It was a good place to work—nice people, good students,” 
he said.

Others in the Edwards’ clan have also contributed to the Minot 
State tradition.

Edwards and his wife Celesta are the parents of Jared Edwards, 
MSU’s director of Plant Services, and Shawneen Voiles, an adjunct 
instructor at the university.

Celesta Edwards served as a campus host for MSU’s elderhostel 
program for a number of years. The university offered pottery, jewelry 
and lapidary classes to visiting seniors from across the nation. 
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A 1975 MSU graduate, Shawneen Voiles has taught in the Minot 
Public Schools for 32 years. For the last 14 years she has been a 
Title I teacher at Roosevelt School, providing students with extra 
help in reading and math.

For the past 20 years, she has also served as an adjunct instructor 
at Minot State. She has taught education majors as well as teachers 
in the field. Paul Mehta, her undergraduate adviser, inspired her 
to work with other teachers. She enjoys seeing college students 
contemplate a career in teaching and then commit to it.

“I love to teach, anything I can do to share my passion about 
education,” she said.

Shawneen has offered classes through the Department of 
Teacher Education and Human Performance and through the 
Center for Extended Learning. She has presented teacher-training 
workshops on the MSU campus, over the Internet, at sites across 
North Dakota and in nine other states.

Shawneen Voiles has also supervised 18 student teachers  
during her career. 

“She’s one of those teachers who shares everything she has,” 
Terry Voiles said of his wife. “That’s great for ed majors to have 
someone like that.”

Together, the Minot couple continues to enrich the lives of 
countless students and teachers—an ongoing legacy of Minot State 
as a teachers college. 

Have you received copies of these 
issues of Connections magazine?

spring 2006. . . connections
. . . connectionsMagazine of the MSU Alumni Association & MSU Foundation

Magazine of the MSU Alumni Association & MSU Foundation

spring 2006

Service Learning
Service Learning

. . . connections

. . . connections
summer 2006

Campus Master Plan
Magazine of the MSU Alumni Association & MSU Foundation

With a change in postal endorsements, anyone 	

with a change of address may not have 	

received the copies pictured. It’s not possible 

for us to determine who didn’t get copies. If 

you wish to receive them, we will be glad to 

honor your request. Contact the Alumni Office at 	

701-858-3234 or e-mail alumni@minotstateu.

edu. 

The world we live in is changing quickly and so must higher 
education and Minot State University. New markets created by 
distance education and other innovative adaptations such as 
interactive television have helped to provide quality educational 
experiences to broader audiences. 

Coupled with these changing delivery methods have been 
other cultural changes that drive campus decisions. Students 
today are typically coming from smaller families with higher 
expectations for privacy. New technologies and other material 
items compete for students’ attention. 

As a result of these trends, Minot State University has carefully 
considered how to get the most value out of the time and money 
invested in a university degree. Under the direction of President 
David Fuller, new ideas are being studied to make educational  
delivery as cost effective and meaningful as possible. To this 
point, one aspect of university life that a growing number of  
students do not take full advantage of is the education that one 
can get outside the classroom. Minot State University has a  
variety of learning environments and experiences that can  
contribute to this well-rounded, high-value education. 

To make these opportunities fully available to students, 
Minot State University is implementing a new freshman 
housing policy that will require students to live on campus. 
Common at many colleges and universities, housing policies 
are in place to ensure a well-rounded, high-value educational 
experience. To promote student success, Minot State University 
will require undergraduate students who have earned fewer 
than 24 semester hours and are under 20 years of age prior to 
the first day of their first semester to live on campus and select 
from a variety of meal plans. 

Experience shows that students who live on campus are 
more likely to complete their degrees, are more involved with 
university activities, and graduate at higher rates than students 
living off campus.  

There are a variety of extenuating circumstances to warrant 
reasonable exemptions from the policy. These may include 
students who are:

•	 married 
•	 commuting from the permanent home of one’s parents 

or legal guardian within a 25-mile radius of Minot State 
University 

•	 requiring a living arrangement with a family member 
other than parents, within a 25-mile radius of Minot State 
University 

•	 a veteran of military service or active duty personnel 
•	 a single parent 
•	 registered for only distance education courses
•	 disabled requiring specialized care or equipment
•	 experiencing circumstances that may require special  

consideration
If you have any questions about this new policy, please call 

the Student Life Office at 858-3363 or 800-777-0750 ext. 3363 
or log on to www. minotstateu.edu/life/.

 

A Rationale for a New Freshman Housing Policy

Serving Our Students Better: 	
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alumni feature

Johnson Demonstrates Zest for Life
Some people are content to nibble at life, 

while others choose to devour it hungrily.
Minot State graduate Earl Johnson typi-

fies the latter.
The 87-year-old’s current passion is the 

Senior Olympics. He started competing 15 
years ago after retiring from teaching. Since 

then, he has dominated the singles bowling event. 
He recently bowled a 708 series to qualify for the state tourna-

ment in his hometown of Albuquerque, N.M. He also competes in 
horseshoe pitching and high jumping. His goal is to earn a berth 
in the national tournament in Louisville, Ky.

Johnson earned all-state honors in three sports at Kenmare High 
School. He had scholarship offers from Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
North Dakota State University and the University of North Dakota, 
but he chose Minot State. As a Beaver, he played on all-conference 
teams in football and basketball. Contemporaries Herb Parker and 
Vence Elgie saw him in action. 

“They’ll lie for me,” Johnson said.
Johnson interrupted his athletic career when the United States 

entered World War II. He became a paratrooper with the Army’s 
101st Airborne Division, the celebrated “Screaming Eagles.” 

The 101st’s Pathfinder units dropped onto the beaches of 
Normandy the night before the D-Day invasion. Their goal was to 
set up radio and visual guides for the main airborne force that would 
follow. But low clouds and antiaircraft fire scattered American 
planes. In addition, some landing zones were heavily defended.

“It was chaos,” he recalled. “I never did find my company. The 
Germans were confused as much as we were.”

The 101st also took part in Operation Market Garden to secure 
bridges for Allied troops advancing on Holland. Johnson was also 
at the Battle of the Bulge, where the division contained the German 
advance by defending the Bastogne road junction.

The 101st Airborne Division saw 1,766 killed and 6,388 wound-
ed in the war. Johnson was bayoneted and hit with shrapnel.

When the fog of war lifted at one juncture, Johnson and his 
buddies played an exhibition game against the touring New York 
Yankees. 

“I had a pretty good game,” he said. “They told me that when I 
was in New York they’d give me a tryout. They assigned me down to 
the New Jersey Mud Hens. After one week, they told me goodbye. 
It was a token thing because I was in the service.”

Johnson’s war injuries effectively ended his athletic career. He 
graduated from Minot State in 1949 with degrees in physical educa-
tion, history and social studies. He was a member of Mu Sigma Tau 
fraternity. He moved to Albuquerque and earned a master’s degree 
in special education at the University of New Mexico. 

He taught and coached in the Albuquerque public schools for 23 
years, working with students with disabilities and with delinquents. 
He also taught at the University of New Mexico. Altogether, he 
spent 38 years in the classroom. 

Johnson’s wife Lorraine (Bostow), a Max native, attended Minot 
State and majored in accounting. The couple has three grown 
children. Their oldest son, Gary, was a two-term governor of New 

Mexico. Daughter Lori teaches special education in Albuquerque. 
Their youngest son, Scott, is an associate professor and head of 
general thoracic surgery at the University of Texas Health Science 
Center in San Antonio. 

“I do not ever want to think what would have happened to me if 
Minot State had not given me the opportunity to get an education. 
I want to thank everyone who helped me out,” he said.

Seattle Photographer Found 
Inspiration at Minot State

As a Minot State undergraduate 
in the early 1970s, Rosanne Olson 
majored in chemistry and biology, 
minored in art and English and 
participated in gymnastics for good 
measure. 

“I’m a Renaissance kind of girl,” 
Olson explained during an artist-
in-residence visit to MSU in early 
October. 

Olson has built a successful career in fine art and commercial 
photography on the West Coast. Her work has been published in 
magazines such as Connoisseur, Parents, Ladies Home Journal 
and Forbes. Her commercial clients include Eddie Bauer, Hewlett 
Packard, Boeing and Mattel. Galleries in Seattle, Houston and 
New York have exhibited her work.

Olson presented lectures and workshops and displayed her work 
at MSU’s Hartnett Hall Gallery during her week-long visit.

“I really enjoyed the students; they were attentive,” she said.  
“I was happy with the turnout for the classes.”

Olson’s career in the arts was partly inspired by MSU  
humanities professor Floyd Fairweather.

“He brought art to life in a way that nobody else did. It was 
always so much fun to go to his classes,” she said.

After college, Olson worked in the medical field in Eugene, 
Ore. She then decided to attend graduate school at the  
University of Oregon. Creeping anxiety overtook her as she faced  
the entrance exam.

“I was wondering if Minot State’s education would hold up.  
It held up very well. I got a great education,” she said.

In grad school, Olson focused on photojournalism, allowing 
her to meld her twin passions of art and science.

“A lot of photographers come from science backgrounds,” she 
said. “There’s a lot of physics in photography. You have to learn 
about f-stops, shutter speeds, lighting and how all that works 
together.”

Olson worked as photo editor for Running Magazine, a Nike 
publication, and then as a staff photographer at The Register-
Guard, a daily newspaper in Eugene. She specialized in feature 
work, invaluable training for a budding fine art photographer.

“You’re always trying to connect with people or with an idea,” 
she said. “It has to do with understanding and compassion.”

Olson and her husband, pediatrician and poet Ted McMahon, 
live in Seattle.
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On the following pages, you will find the names of alumni and friends who have contributed to Minot State University this past fiscal year. 
The students, faculty and staff of Minot State wish to express their gratitude to each benefactor who has contributed to the realization of goals 
and dreams of all who are touched in some way by our university. Contributions in this report represent gifts received by Minot State during 
the fiscal year July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2006. Every effort has been made to correctly list the names of the donors. Should a correc-
tion be necessary, please notify the Minot State University Advancement Office, 500 University Avenue West, Minot, ND  58707, or call  
701-858-3890.
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Stella Harper
Scott Harr
Mark Harris
Jason and Kari Harris
Bruce Haskins
Lonnie D. Hass
Jerry and Mary Hassler
Al Hauck
Mike Hauck
Shawna R. Hauf
Michael J. Haugen
Kathy Hauser
Glenda G. Hawkinson
Kelly and Roxann 

Hayhurst
Myron and Carol 

Hayhurst
Thomas and Joan 

Heckaman
Glen M. Heckler
Rick and Andrea 

Hedberg

Ardythe L. Hedges
Donna M. Hegstad
Andrew J. Heitkamp
Dennis and Marvel 

Helgeson
Debbie Hemmesch
John Henderson
Bruce and Janice  

Henderson
Eric and Molly  

Hendrickson
Beverly Herauf
Robert C. Herdt
Melissa M. Herman
Elaine L. Hetland
Paula R. Hickel
William M. Highley
Darlene K. Hill
Chad Hiller
Don Hiller
Travis Hiller
Dawn M. Hintz
Beverly G. Hirn
Terry Hjelmstad
Colleen A. Hodenfield
Jack Hoeven
Sharon R. Hoff
Marita Hoffart
Paul R. Hoffinger
Marv Hoffman
Kandice R. Hoffman
Luther P. Hoffner
Michael A. Holen
Marvin L. Holje
Rebecca Hollingsworth
Kent and Jolyn  

Hollingsworth
Robert and Karen  

Holmen
Robert and Patricia 

Holmen
Barry and Lynae Holmen
Nadine J. Holmly
Donna Holoboff
Dave Holte
Linda Holte
Brett and Lori Holtz
Kevin C. Holum
Art and Julie Holum
Ralend and Leanne 

Holum
Melvin and Yvonne 

Hoover
Lloyd Hornbacher
Jason A. Horner
Catherine M. Horvath
Curtis and Joan Houston
James E. Hovde
Royal O. Hovland
Rob Hovland
Dorothea Howey
Mike Huber
Howard Huesers
Anton Huether
Michael R. Hultz
Mike Hummel
Donavan J. Hummel
Josh J. Hummel
Jeffrey L. Hurd
Debra K. Hurt
John and Janice Hvidsten
John and Brenda 

Hvidsten

Deborah J. Igoe
Dale J. Indergaard
Dale J. Irwin
John and Sue Jacobson
Diann Jacobson
Beverly Jacobson
L. Robert Jacobson
Kristopher and Lisa 

Jacobson
Karen M. Jacobson
Douglas J. Jaeger
Mark Jantzer
Sara Jardine
Janice A. Jechort
Richard and Sally 

Jenkins
James C. Jensen
Michael and Debra 

Jensen
Kipp and Laurie Jenson
Lavern M. Jessen
Carolyn Johnson
Adelaide Johnson
Gregory A. Johnson
Nadene Johnson
Duane and Roberta 

Johnson
Sharon R. Johnson
Jack G. Johnson
Ken J. Johnson
Ross and Lisa Johnson
Marcia Johnson
Steven and Angela 

Johnson
Duane and Kris Johnson
Gerald and Doris 

Johnson
Merton and Linda 

Johnson
James and Michele 

Johnson
Lanetta Johnson
Candace Johnson
Reggie Johnson
Christopher L. Johnson
Lori A. Johnson
Wayne Johnson
Nicole E. Johnsrud
Kristen A. Jones
Lovernne H. Josephson
Nancy L. Joyal
William and Laurette 

Kale
David Kaliher
Judith Kasper
Kenneth Kaylor
Bruce Kaylor
Ted F. Keck
Bill and Corliss Kellogg
Kevin Kelly
Bonny Kemper
Thomas R. Kempf
Harris and Ardyth 

Kenner
Pat and Peggy Keplin
Scott Kersten
Galen C. Kihle
Allen and Ruth Kihm
Don Kilene
Jay S. Kimball
Ernest and Bonita King
Les and Joanne King
Heather L. Kirkpatrick

David E. Klein
Jonn and Ann Knecht
Dixie K. Knoebel
Michael and Alice Knoop
Lori L. Knowles
Brian J. Knowles
Lloyd and Donna 

Knutson
Lois I. Knutson
Nancy K. Koch-Durow
Mark Kohlman
Dalton Kohlman
Michael and Brenda Kok
David J. Kolbo
Kelvin J. Kosse
Becky Kostad
Steve Kottsick
Julie M. Kraenzel
Dr. Brad Kraft
Jesse Kramer
Martina L. Kranz
Gene and Judy Krebs
Karen K. Krebsbach
Stanley J. Kruger
Steven P. Kukowski
Amy J. Kulp
Curtis W. Kumpf, 

D.D.S.
Robert and Kathy Kuntz
Angela M. Kyle
Mary B. Kynett
Brian LaCount
Fred LaCount
Pete LaCount
Mike and Marlene 

Laducer
Marilyn M. Laducer
Dennis Lagasse
Sylvia M. Lambert
Bradi Lamping
Lana M. Landphere
Tyrone Langager and 

Rita Curl-Langager
Dan and Jerlyn Langemo
Darwin and Nancy 

Langseth
Mike and Gracia Lapke
Ardis Larson
Brenda L. Larson
Chris Larson
Gloria J. Larson
Kelly J. Larson
Joanne M. Larson
Joe and Christine  

Laskowski
Lowell and Ann Latimer
Inez M. Laugtug
John A. Lauinger
Thomas and Joanne 

Lautenschlager
Klaudia M. Lawson
Joel and Anna LeBlanc
Alma P. Lee
Aric Lee
Art and Beverlee Lee
Dylan Lee
Eleanor Lee
Gary H. Lee
Roger A. Lee
Todd Lee
Yueh-Ting Lee
Donald and Ruth 

Legacie

Lonnie L. Legg
Darren J. Leier
Lorrie A. Lendvoy
Dale Lennon
BJ Lenzmeier
Gary and Phyllis Leraas
Edith Lervik
Steven L. Lesmeister
Shirley A. Lester
Scott and Marrietta 

Lester
Betty A. Lewis
Faron Liebl
Fred Liebl
Jim Limke
Denis and Jacqueline 

Limke
Garth and Stephanie 

Limke
Thomas and Paula Willis
Elayne Lindquist
Mark T. Livesay
Mary S. Lockrem
Jacob Lockrem
Maxine Lodmell
Darrel and Teresa 

Loftesnes
Gary and Cheryl Lokken
Larry Loucks
Bruce and Glenda 

Lovdahl
Howard and Anne Lowe
Virgil and Wendy Lucier
Linda Luedke
Clarence B. Luhr
Curt and Patty Lund
Alyce A. Lunde
Elizabeth W. Lunseth
Louie Lushenko
Mark Luther
Wesley M. Luther
Victor E. Machart
Beverly A. Mack
Bruce and Susan Mack
Marjorie MacPherson
Linda R. Madsen
Lesley C. Magnus
Todd and Marlys  

Magnuson
Harlow and Pauline 

Magnusson
Sheila E. Maher
Tina M. Maines
Lance M. Makeeff
Joanne Manchester
Francis and Audrie 

Manning
Gene Manson
Clark Markell
Marlyn Marschner
Pete and Laurel Marsh
Galen and Linda Marsh
Linda N. Marsh
Marcia K. Martin
Vida D. Martin
DeWayne Martin
Shirley Martz
Kristi Matejcek
Dale and Kay Mattern
Brenda Mattheis
Wesley T. Matthews
Alan K. Mattson
Douglas L. Mattson

Leslie and Cindy Mau
Jesse D. Maupin
Bernard and Audrey 

Maxson
Leman and Bernadette 

Maynard
Theresa J. Maynard
Charon A. Mazloomi
Dennis McCabe
Shaw McCabe
Steven and Kimberly 

McCarty
David R. McCormack
LaRae McDonald
Ralph A. McFetridge
Mitch and Laura  

McGinnis
Michael and Annette 

McGrath
E. James McIntyre
Kent and Lori McKay
Mae L. McKinley
Susan E. McKnight
William W. McLees
James F. McMillan
Randy McNair
Ryan P. McNally
Chad and Kristi McNally
Stuart A. Melby
Amy B. Melton
Mary E. Mercer
Claudette Merck
William and Mary Jo 

Merck
Roger Mergenthal
Elizabeth Mestad
Gar and Diana Metcalf
Randy and Nancy Meyer
Gerald Meyer
Sharon L. Michalishen
Vicki J. Michels
Molly Middendorf
Zona F. Mielke
Tim and Laura Mihalick
Allen Miiller
Peter and Kathleen 

Miiller
Henry Milkey
Jayne G. Miller
Jeff and Peggy Miller
Miles Miller
Charles A. Miller
Kathleen R. Miller
Wendy A. Miller
Melanie Miller
Dustin D. Miller
Thomas A. Miller
Louise Mitchell
James and Joni Moen
Debra J. Moen
Donelle F. Mogard
Diane L. Moline
James and Kimberly 

Montgomery
Melanie R. Moore
Neil L. Moore
Matt Morelli
Laura L. Morelli
Michelle M. Morey
Rose M. Morgan
Rick and Leslie Morris
Ethel M. Morrison
Scott R. Moum
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Curt Moum
Rick Moum
Steven and Trica Mueller
Fred and Mary Mueller
Jill R. Muhle
Ryan A. Munson
Alan W. Munson
Nancy A. Murphy
Denice I. Murphy
Joan M. Musch
Justin and Julie Mutch
Richard and Bernie 

Muus
Mariane Myaer
Randy Myers
Margie Myhra
Thomas and Gloria 

Myhra
Craig Nansen
Larry and Amelia Nash
Michael A. Nason
Carol Nelson
Janel K. Nelson
Floyd M. Nelson
Lois A. Nelson
Robert and Patricia 

Nelson
Kristen E. Nelson
Reness L. Nelson
Kathy E. Nelson
Gary and Jenette Nelson
Randall D. Nelson
Willa C. Nelson
Ben Nelson
Gayle N. Nering- 

Gorseth
James D. Nermyr
Bradley Nesheim
Jan M. Ness
Paul Ness
Suzanne M. Neufang
Donald and Ruth 

Nielsen
Max E. Niesar
Mae C. Niewoehner
Cheryl Nilsen
Brad Nissley
Neil Nordquist
Dennis Nordquist
Kim and Sandra  

Nordstrom
Milo Norwick
Paulette Nush
Jack and Colette  

Nybakken
Jean M. Nygaard
D.D. and Carolyn 

Nyman
Robert Nyre
Jerry R. Obenauer
Bryan and Cynthia 

Obenchain
Chris O. Oen
Carla Oesterle
Dustin Offerdahl
Mike Offerdahl
Ronald and Alayne 

Okland
Dr. Clarence P. Olson
David H. Olson
Dale and Teresa Olson
Fern M. Olson
Lana M. Olson

Mae T. Olson
Linda A. Olson
Arthur L. Olson
Sherry F. Olson
Jason and Lisa Olson
Gordon Olson
David Olson
Laura A. Olson-Sinn
Heather L. Oppegaard
Gordon Opstad
Trista Ortynsky
Teri R. Ostdahl
Mary C. Oster
Terry Otterson
Ligaya Owen
Loren and Jane Owens
Julie A. Palmer
Gregory A. Paluck
Kenneth and Donna 

Parisien
Herbert and Marjorie 

Parker
Tony and Patricia Pasolli
Maria Pasolli
Douglas and Kristi  

Patterson
Jerald O. Paulson
Leah D. Paulson
Janna L. Pearson
Nancy R. Pearson
Irene Pederson
Ryan Pederson
Peggy Person
Leon M. Perzinski
Kelly and Wendy Peters
Jerald E. Petersen
Steven and Judith 

Peterson
Twilla Peterson
Mary L. Petrere
Bruce Petrick
Steven C. Pfau
Douglas A. Pfliger
Walter Piehl
Lydel B. Pierce
Jason J. Piesik
Amy Piotrowski
Perry J. Poitra
Douglas and Julia Pollow
Dean R. Polsfut
Chad and Elisha Portra
Connie S. Portscheller
Charles and Betty  

Pottenger
Gayle Price
Tom Probst
Clarice A. Purdy
Joe Quaglia
John M. Quie
Valeri Quintoa
Gary A. Rabe
Wayne and Patty  

Rasmuson
Rosella F. Raub
Gabriel and Karlee 

Rauschenberger
Rolland W. Redlin
Cheryl E. Reichert
Daryl Reile
Kenneth and Debra 

Reinke
David Reiser
Kay E. Reiser

Paula R. Renfandt
Charles and Jan Repnow
Rita M. Resch
Doris Retzer
Patrick J. Riley
Duane and Joyce Risan
Andrew A. Riveland
Richard and Julie Roach
Robbie Robertson
Nancy L. Robinson
Steve A. Rodriguez
Wyman F. Roeder
Ron and Lynn Rogelstad
Richard and Lois Roland
Milton and Bonnie Rolle
Shellsey R. Rollings
Bruce and Peggy Romfo
Alan Ronnie
Robert B. Ronning
Inez F. Rose
Marla R. Rose
Debra Rosenquist
Gary J. Ross
Linda R. Ross
Troy and Theresa Ross
Stephany A. Roth
Stuart Rothe
Curtis W. Roulhac
Robert E. Roy
Reggie L. Rude
Joanne R. Rumpler
Charlie Ruppert
Wally and Marlys Rustad
Monte G. Rutten
Rebecca J. Ruzicka
Cheryl R. Rystedt
Mylan and Kerstin Sand
Roger P. Sand
Bill and Linda Sand
David B. Sandberg
Maynard H. Sandberg
Mike Sander
Paul Sander
Robert and Ilze Sando
Eileen A. Santana
Arlene Saugstad
Lucas and Trisha 

Schaefer
Betty Schall
Marlene Schell
Mandy F. Schelling
Robert A. Schempp
Tyler Schlagenhauf
Richard Schlapman
Clarence Schlieman
Claudine Schmidt
Jeff and Rae Schmidt
Richard C. Schmidt
Harley Schmidt
Dave R. Schmitz
Mark A. Schnabel
Edward R. Schnaible
Anne P. Schneider
Sue L. Schneider
Richard Schnell
Diana J. Schoenberg
Allan B. Schon
Lori R. Schooler
Ralph Schreiner
Max and Bonnie 

Schriock
Bonita A. Schuld
Chuck Schultz

Patrick and Colleen 
Schwan

Karla M. Schwanz
John Schwarz
Nancy Scofield
Kevin N. Seehafer
Marian Seelig
Martha J. Seibel
Elizabeth C. Seifried
Kelly Sem
Thomas and Anita 

Seymour
H. Erik and Jane Shaar
Dawn M. Shacklock
Marty J. Shaw
Margaret E. Sherve
Valerie A. Shestko
Janet L. Shipman
Luella Shjerve
David and Tarryll 

Shomento
Joe Siefried
Dean and Julie  

Simonson
Susan M. Sisk
Michael and Heidi 

Sivertson
Lowell and Verna Skabo
Galen O. Skarphol
Vern Skaug
Larry A. Skjoiten
Debra A. Skow
Doris Slaaten
George C. Slanger
Rachel G. Slater
Roger Slotsve
Darryl Smette
Dennis R. Smith
Boyd A. Smith
Holly L. Snellings
Brandy M. Snow
David and Nancy Snyder
Paul O. Soderberg
Terry Soderberg
David and Deanna 

Soiseth
Donald L. Soli
Kathy R. Solomonson
Sherrie A. Solper
Dean Somerville
Dennis D. Sommers, 

D.D.S.
Nancy Cain Sommers
Kenneth and Kristy 

Sorber
Gary R. Sorensen
Roger W. Sorenson
Julie Sorenson
Patrick Spacher
Melissa J. Spelchen
Jerome and Judith 

Spitzer
Mark M. Springer
Kari A. St. Michel
Jerry and Diane Stai
Randy and Donna 

Stanley
Kenneth and Sandra 

Starr
Tom Steenstrup
David and Lois Stemple
David M. Stemple
Amy J. Stenvold

Joe Stenvold
David and Virginia Stern
Robert and Edna  

Stevenson
Donna G. Stevick
Jock Stevick
John and Jodi Stewart
James Stewart
Cindy Stewart
Jim Stewart
Harold and Carol Stolt
Matthew and Jane Stone
LeRae Stratton
Al and Marjorie Strong
Darryl and Sharon 

Strube
David M. Stuart, Jr.
Mark and Tracy Stuberg
Jim Sund
Frederick L. Sund
Jennifer A. Sundahl
Larry Sundbakken
Robert D. Sundberg
Tom and Judy Swanson
Patricia A. Swanson
Iris Swedlund
Jan Swenson
Holly Taft
Hannah B. Tam
Carolyn A. Tandberg
Shaun A. Tangney
Sheri A. Taylor
Rob Teets
Brock J. Teets
Paul J. Tefft
Matthew and Caroline 

Thelen
Dorothy A. Theobald
Kathy J. Thiel
John and Sandra 

Thompson
Kimberlee S. Thompson
Gene and Pam  

Thompson
Harry Thrailkill
Shelayne Thuen
Haakon and Myrtle 

Thunshelle
Brad E. Tolboe
Patricia Torgerson
Robert K. Torgerson
Rodney G. Torgeson
Cheryl M. Trainer
Scott and Terri Tranby
Marvin J. Treider
Robert and Elizabeth 

Trenchard
Theron and Carol 

Triplett
Roger D. Triplett
Willie R. Trondson, Jr.
Tony and Karen Tudahl
Lori Turk
James and Kathy Turner
Bob Turner
Crystal D. Ulat
Kent and LuAnn 

Unhjem
Ken and Kay Unhjem
David Uthus
Martin K. Vaaler
Nevin and Lorna  

Van de Streek

John P. Van Grinsven, III
Dorothy A. Van Sickle
Dallas Varty
Brad and Gwen Vassen
Cheryl A. Vaudt
Avis M. Veikley
Janelle K. Verhey
Paul and Mary Verlinde
Betsy Vig
Kelly Vig
James and Nancy Vitko
Melinda R. Voeller
Larry and Edwina 

Wahlund
Jay and Carla Wahlund
Donald and Deborah 

Wahus
F. Bruce and Diane 

Walker, Jr
Daren B. Walker
Shane and Sharon 

Walker
Christine K. Wallace
Julianne Wallin
Robert E. Walstad
DuWayne and Karen 

Walz
Charles M. Wankel
Eileen Y. Ward
Kristen M. Warmoth
Jeff Warren
Kimberly K. Waswick
Steven C. Watson
Joseph Wax
Wayne Weaver
Laurie E. Weber
Michael D. Wedge
Cathy Wedge
Chris Wedge
Gary and Audrey Wedge
Duane and Dorene 

Wenstad
Max and Shelly Weppler
Denise M. Weyrauch
Jayla R. Wheeldon
Betty Wheeler
Pat and Renae Wheeler
Tiffany L. Wheeling
Gerald M. White
Jack White
Gerald F. White
Robin J. White
Dick White
Alan G. Widmayer
Donald L. Wilhelm
Rita Wilhelmi
Susan J. Wilkinson
Darrell Williams
Mary W. Williams
Wiley and Hermelle 

Wilson
Bob Wilson
Jack and Suzanne  

Wilson
Sue A. Wilson
Marian K. Wilson 

Boettcher
Dean A. Winczewski
Mary Ann Wing
Dennis and Kathryn 

Wipperling
David E. Witter
Gary Wittliff
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Keith and Stephanie 
Witwer

Tammy J. Wolf
Jean E. Wolf
Gary and Cynthia Wolf
Liza Wolsky
Judith E. Wood
Gena M. Woods
Coralyn A. Worth
Barb Wyman
Jim Wyman
Deb Zaun
Marion M. Zellner
Angela K. Zerr
Harold A. Zimmer
Loren and Margaret 

Zimmer
Michael and Kristine 

Zimmer
Joe Zimmer

BUSINESS  
& ORGANIZATIONS
10 North Main
Advanced Sports Kinetics
American Foundation 

for Wildlife
Anonymous
Axtman Pamida  

Pharmacy
Best Pet Boarding 

Grooming Supply
Brauer and Hoover, S.C.
Carmike Stadium 

Cinema 9
Craft Builders
Dakota Trailblazers
Devon Energy  

Corporation
Discovery Ford-Lincoln-

Mercury-Honda
Eck Foundation
El Rancho Motor Hotel
Enbridge Pipelines ND
Farmer’s Union Oil Co.
Farmers Union Oil 

Company
Germundson Testing  

and Consulting
Greenberg Roofing  

& Sheet Metal Co.
Hagfeldt Ranch
Halstead Bay Holdings, 

Inc.
David A. Herfendal D.D.S.
The Heritage Singers
Hooterville Flion Lions
Jerry Ramsey  

Construction Inc.
Kiwanis Club of Minot
LaPrelle’s Extreme  

Siding, Inc.
Larson Law Firm
Tom and Frances Leach 

Foundation Inc.
Magic City Financial 

Group
Maintenance  

Engineering Ltd.
MDU Resources  

Foundation
Microsoft Matching 

Gifts Program

Minot Area Community 
Foundation

Minot Model Alumni 
Association

Minot Paving Co., Inc.
Minot Quota Club
Minot Restaurant Supply
MLT Vacations
MSU Business Office 

Employees
MSU Department of 

Accounting
MSU NDCPD
NDUS Foundation
Northwest District 

Court
Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation
The Original, Inc.
Pacific Sound
Peppermint Patties Pub
Pita Pit LLC
Ringoen Financial 

Group
Rotary Club of Minot
Sertoma Club of Minot
StorageTek Foundation
Teachers Aid
Terhorst Manufacturing
Treble Makers
Trinity Services, Inc.
Water Doctors
Wells Fargo Foundation

ESTATES & TRUSTS
Mary Ann Brosnahan 

Estate
Margaret  Bruce Estate
R.J.  Doebler Trust
Gertrude Eck Estate
Gertrude  Eck  

Scholarship Trust
Frances L.  Huso Estate
Mabel & Ethel  Maloney 

Education Trust
Leona  Rubbelke Estate
Gunnar  Solberg Trust
Harvy & Arlone 

Twyman Trust
James R Wood Estate

IN MEMORY OF
Lori Aasen
John A. Bannister

Dale Atwood
Curtis and Joan Houston

Florence Bachmeier
Patricia A. Swanson

Todd Enders
Curtis and Joan Houston
Robert and Ilze Sando
Mae L. McKinley
Kim and Sandra  

Nordstrom
Robert and Patricia 

Holmen
Anton Huether
Marian Seelig
Lisa K. Haman
Catherine M. Horvath

Dakota Trailblazers
Dale Gehring
Merri Jo Connole
Laurie E. Weber
Kathy E. Nelson
Ross and Lisa Johnson
MSU Business Office 

Employees
David R. McCormack
MSU Department of 

Accounting
Kimberlee S. Thompson
Ardell L. Boyeff
Dawn M. Evenson

Brian Hagel
Walter Piehl

Mary Hagen
Marita Hoffart

Donald Hanson
Gene and Patricia Eggen
Lanetta Johnson
Twilla Peterson
Susan R. Cheatley
Myron and Carol 

Hayhurst
Ken J. Johnson
Dennis and Marvel 

Helgeson
First Western Bank  

and Trust

Gladys Holter
Sertoma Club of Minot

Bradley Holtz
Brett and Lori Holtz

Paul Krebsbach
Warren and Marjorie 

Allen
Xcel Energy

Donald Lochthowe
Beverly Herauf

Douglas Lockrem
Douglas L. Mattson
Ken J. Johnson
Richard and Sally 

Jenkins
Linda E. Benson
Fred and Margaret 

Debowey
Daniel J. Draovitch
Steven P. Kukowski
Michael and Alice 

Knoop
Richard Schnell
Robert Feller
Robert and Diane 

Anderson
David and Nancy Fuller
Tim and Laura Mihalick
Gene and Judy Krebs
John P. Van Grinsven, III
SRT Communications, 

Inc.
Barry Bennett
Farmers Union Oil Co.
Brenda Mattheis

Kelly Sem
Larry Sundbakken
David B. Sandberg
Gary Cole
Richard Andersen
Beverly Alex
Gregory A. Johnson
Robert and Ilze Sando
Checkrite of Minot
Tam J. Black
Larry and Deborah 

Baklenko
Ronald and Jane Bieri
Ruby Bauer
Northwest District 

Court
Farmer’s Union Oil Co.
Darcy J. Duchsherer
Dave Forthun
Jared Edwards
Barbara L. Golding
Herbert and Marjorie 

Parker
Jason and Lisa Olson
Jack and Colette  

Nybakken
Nancy A. Murphy
Chad and Kristi McNally
William W. McLees
Mary S. Lockrem
Betty A. Lewis
Gary H. Lee
Steve Kottsick
Dixie K. Knoebel
Sharon R. Hoff
Margo Haskins
Jeanne Hanson
Herbert and Isabel 

Groninger
Wayne Weaver
DuWayne and Karen 

Walz
Pat and Renae Wheeler
John and Jodi Stewart
Clarence Schlieman
Linda R. Ross
David and Tarryll 

Shomento
Connie S. Portscheller
Robin J. White
MSU Beaver Boosters

Marjorie Olson
Patricia A. Swanson
Gregory A. Johnson
Galen and Linda Marsh
Joseph Wax
Les and Kathy Hall
Duane and Kris Johnson
Judith A. Hankel
Lloyd and Donna 

Knutson
Richard and Julie Roach
Louise Mitchell
Linda N. Marsh
Richard and Lois Roland
Matt and Krista Freed
Beverly Jacobson
Orvin and Olga Ege
Dean and Julie  

Simonson
Bill and Corliss Kellogg
Les and Joanne King

Merton and Linda 
Johnson

Rosella Bradley
Mike and Gracia Lapke
Edith Lervik
Don and Kay Garbel
Jim and Wendy Grote
Donald and Ruth 

Nielsen
Gerald and Doris 

Johnson
Douglas M. Graupe
Connie R. Buck
Heather L. Oppegaard
William and Mary Jo 

Merck
Pete and Laurel Marsh
Charleen Brox
Haakon and Myrtle 

Thunshelle
Bill and Linda Sand
Kent and LuAnn 

Unhjem
Gary and Cheryl Lokken
Debra Rosenquist
Curt and Patty Lund
Loren and Jane Owens
Brad and Gwen Vassen
Ken and Kay Unhjem
Randy and Teresa Bilstad
Jean M. Nygaard
Dorothea Howey
John and Sue Jacobson
Duane and Dorene 

Wenstad
Warren and Marjorie 

Allen
David and Marlys  

Armstrong
Carolyn A. Tandberg
Don Kilene
Harold and Carol Stolt
LaRae McDonald
Karla M. Schwanz
Kipp and Laurie Jenson
Lois I. Knutson
DeWayne Martin
Mae L. McKinley
Doris Retzer
Robert and Edna  

Stevenson
Carolyn Johnson
Kenneth and Sandra 

Starr
Nancy L. Joyal
Rolland W. Redlin
David and Myrna 

DeMers
Rose M. Morgan
Adelaide Johnson
Doris Slaaten
Blanche A. Harkison
Laura A. Olson-Sinn
Marlyn Marschner
Roger P. Sand
Eileen Y. Ward
Clarice A. Purdy
Mylan and Kerstin Sand
David H. Olson
Carolyn Bodell
Irene Pederson
Jan M. Ness
Diann Jacobson

Lucille Peterson
Coralyn A. Worth

Micky Pfau
Patricia A. Swanson

Margaret Richter
Eleanor Lee
Marcia Johnson
Ardis Larson

Braden Samson
Wallace and Mary 

Berning

Lillian Schmidt
Marita Hoffart

Margaret Sundstrom
Eleanor Lee

Lyla Thompson
Patricia A. Swanson

Douglas Van Berkom
Patricia A. Swanson

Blance VandeWalle
Douglas L. Mattson

Ron Voeller
Patricia A. Swanson

Marie Woods
Ken and Lona Anderson

MATCHING GIFTS 
CORPORATE 
SPONSORS
StorageTek Foundation
Devon Energy  

Corporation
Microsoft Matching 

Gifts Program
Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

GALA 2006
AAA North Dakota
Acme Electric
All American Trophies  

& Screen Printing
Allen Realty/Oak Park 

Theatre
American Bank Center
Anderson’s D&S Bootery
Anytime Fitness
AOK Lawn Care
Apple Grove Golf 

Course, Inc.
Arbonne
Artistry Hairstylists
Artmain
Bagel Stop
Behrens Construction
Best Western Kelly Inn
Bethke Gardens
BHG Inc./Viking Screen 

Prints
Big K-Mart
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Blue Cross Blue Shield
Brady, Martz  

& Associates
Bremer Bank
Brite-Way Window 

Cleaning
Broadway Printing
Burger King
Butler Machinery Co.
C&C Plumbing & 

Heating/Miller Sheet 
Metal

Dean Caldwell
Capital RV
Central Power Electric 

Coop., Inc.
Century Eyewear
Charlie’s Main Street 

Café
Checkrite of Minot
Chiropractic Associates
Chiropractic Health  

& Wellness
Choice Hotels  

International
Kristi Chole
Clean Tech
Cloverdale Foods
Clute Office Equipment
Coca Cola West
Coldwell Banker Real 

Estate/Aisha Vadell
Comfort Inn
Computer Hobbies
Cookies for You
Country Meadows 

Greenhouse & Floral
Creative Media/Printing
Crown Cakes
Curves for Women
Dacotah Bank
Dakota Fire  

Extinguishers, Inc.
Dakota Square
Dakota Supply Group
Jack L. Dierdorff
Digital Office Centre, 

Inc.
Ebeneezers
E-Lending Now
Elite Studio, Inc.
Enbridge Pipelines
Esoterica
Exercise Equipment 

Center
Fairfield Inn
Fargo Glass of Minot
Fiancee’
Firestone Tire & Service 

Centers
First International Bank 

& Trust
First Western Bank
Fisher Motors, Inc.
Grace Fisher
Flower Box
Four Bears Casino  

& Lodge
Fox 24/ABC 14
David & Nancy Fuller
Gallery 18
Gate City Federal Savings 

Bank
Glass Doctor
Gourmet Chef
Gowan Rain Gutter
Gravel Products, Inc.
Green Thumb  

Greenhouse
Grizzly’s Grill & Saloon
Hand Carved Fine 

Furniture
Harley’s Arrowhead 

Conoco
Harry’s Tire Service
Margo Haskins
Hensen Fur & Leather
Herberger’s
Holiday Inn
Home Sweet Home
Homesteaders Restaurant
Gary & Carol Hovdestad
I. Keating, Inc.
ING Reliastar

Interiors Plus
International Inn
International Travel 

Agency
Investors Real Estate 

Trust
Jerome’s Collision Center
Joan’s Hallmark Shop
Judith Bell Originals
Keller Paving  

& Landscaping
KMOT-TV
Ty & Rita Langager
Gary H. Lee, District 

Judge
Lien’s Jewelry
Lowe’s Garden Center 

& Floral
Lowe’s Printing, Inc.
Magic City Beverage
Magic City Laundry  

& Dry Cleaners
Magic Mill
Magic Spas Inc.
Margie’s Art & Glass
MarketPlace Foods
Mary Me Bridal
Mattson Construction 

Co.
Roald & Marilyn 

Mattson
MBS Studio
Menards
Merle Norman  

Cosmetics
Michael J Photography
Michael’s Restaurant
Midcontinent  

Communications
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
Minot Chrysler  

& Toyota Center
Minot Country Club  

Pro Shop
Minot Daily News
Minot Electric

Minot Family YMCA
Minot Floral & Formal 

Wear
Minot Public Schools/

Patrice A. Mitchell
Minot Symphony  

Association
Minot’s Finest Collision 

Center
Miracle Mart
Mirror Mirror Skin  

& Hair Care
Monarch Products 

Company
Montana-Dakota  

Utilities
Morelli’s Distributing
Morgan Printing
Mouse River Players
MSU—Chartwells
MSU Alumni  

Association
MSU Athletic  

Department
MSU Beaver Boosters
MSU Bookstore
MSU Bottineau  

Foundation
MSU Business Office
MSU Center for  

Extended Learning
Murphy Motors
New York Yankees
Newman Outdoor 

Advertising
Niess Impressions
Norsk Hostfest  

Association
North Dakota Envelope 

Company
North Hill Bowl
Northern Bottling  

Company (Pepsi Cola)
Northern Tier Federal 

Credit Union
Northern Trophy and 

Engraving

What’s News 
With You?

Let your classmates and friends know what you’ve been 

up to lately by sending your newsnote to the Alumni 

Office. You can also submit your information online at: 

www.minotstateu.edu/alumni/update_form.shtml.

Odney Advertising
Office Max
Dwight Olson
Gordon B. Olson
Paradise Spas
Paradiso Mexican  

Restaurant
Peggy’s Gift Shoppe
Dr. Louis & Ruth 

Pinkerton
Pioneer Engraving  

& Trophies
Planet Pizza
Preferred Restaurant 

Group
Preferred Travel
Preserved Petals
Pringle & Herigstad, 

P.C.
Prudential Preferred 

Properties, Inc.
Pure Honda
Rainbow Photo Lab
Reimann Photography
Reiten Television—

KXMC-TV
Charles & Jan Repnow
Results Unlimited
Rick’s Jewelry
Roadsounds
Robin’s Nest Bed ’n 

Breakfast
Roger Ward North 

American
Ryan Chevrolet, Inc.
Satrom Travel & Tour
Arlene Saugstad
Scheel’s All Sports
ServiceMaster of Minot
Sevens
Signal Management 

Corp
Signs Today
Simonson Station Stores
Doris Slaaten
Slumberland/Carpet 

Garage/Carpetland

Dennis D. Sommers 
DDS

Souris Valley Golf Shop, 
Inc.

Sports On Tap
SRT Communications, 

Inc.
Starbucks
Stevick Business Forms
Superpumper, Inc.
Sykes Enterprises, Inc.
Steven Teige
The Computer Store, 

Inc.
Theodore Roosevelt 

Medora Foundation
Tires Plus
Toad’s Superpumper
Town & Country  

Credit Union
Trinity Health
Tropical Tan
United Blood Services
United Community 

Bank
US Bank of Minot
Valleyview Falls Golf  

& Go-Carts
Val’s Cyclery
Vegas Inn
Vegas Inn
Verendrye Electric Coop.
Video Magic
WalMart
Wells Fargo Bank
Westlie Motor Co.
White Drug—Arrowhead
White Drug—T&C
Wild Things Gallery
Xcel Energy

visit us online
www.minotstateu.edu



22 …connections

athletics

The Minot State University Men’s Basketball program finished 
18-12 last season. It was the fifth time in a row that it finished in 
the top three in the Dakota Athletic Conference. The 2006-07 
version of the Beavers will feature a plethora of new faces. The 
last time MSU was in a perceived rebuilding year (2004-05), the 
Beavers won the DAC championship and a berth to the NAIA II 
National Tournament.

At the point-guard position, transfers Patrick Beck (Odessa JC) 
and Ricky Martinez (Miracosta CC) will both vie for the starting 
spot. The Beavers get some additional help at Christmas when 

combo guard Joe Gathings (Harper JC) regains eligibility. At the 
off-guard position is a familiar face in Jordan Cooper (Westhope). 
Cooper will be one of three seniors on the roster and will bring 
experience and a deadly shooting touch to the perimeter. Also 
looking to get on the floor is another senior, Terrence Anderson 
(South Mountain CC).

At the forward position, Drew Hysjulien (Grand Forks) leads 
the way. He is an experienced senior and a very good shooter. 
Returning home to the Magic City is Matt Witwer. Witwer played 
sparingly last year at the Colorado School of Mines (NCAA II) 
after tearing his ACL during the off-season. Cleodis Red Hilliard 
(Malcolm X JC) will be a force as well. Inside, one newcomer and 
one somewhat-familiar face will battle for minutes. Newcomer 
Jessie Ford (Independence CC) is an athletic post who is very 
skilled. The somewhat-familiar face is Milan Cvetkovic (Serbia). 
Cvetkovic red-shirted last year as a sophomore and is a very strong 
and athletic post. 

Ninth-year Head Coach Mike Hultz summarized the Beavers’ 
prospects: “We feel we had a good recruiting season. We do return 
some people. It is going to take us some time before we reach our 
potential. Our preseason schedule is as tough as we have ever had, 
because we play 10 of our 14 non-conference games on the road. 
Therefore, we will have to be patient with ourselves, but in time 
I feel we will have a good team and hope to be in the mix for a 
conference championship. 

Women’s Preview 
The MSU Lady Beavers are coming off a stellar finish in 2006 

with a Conference Co-Championship in the regular season as well 
as a fantastic finish in the DAC tourney, where they won three 
come-from-behind games to take the championship. The DAC 
Championship took the Lady Beavers to the NAIA II National 
Championships in Sioux City, Iowa.

 Returning from last year’s team are nine veterans, three of 
whom are returning starters. Seniors Tayler McQuilliams and 
Jenny Castro saw plenty of court time last season and had some big 
moments in some very big games. Rounding out the senior class are 
Hillary DeMers and Arrita Oler. DeMers was voted Best Defensive 
Player by her teammates last season. Oler was the top scorer for 
the Lady Beavers before she tore her ACL in the third game of the 
year, forcing her to spend the year in rehabilitation. 

Leading the charge for the returning underclassmen is sec-
ond-team All-Conference guard Kendra Meyer. Meyer led the 
Lady Beavers in scoring last season with 13 ppg. She was voted  
Co-Defensive Player of the Year in the DAC. Other returners 
include sophomores Christa Suedbeck, Kayla Rettig, Brittni 
Walker and Heather Lizotte. Three junior-college transfers join 
the Lady Beavers this year — Amy Fullmer, Tashara Simpson and 
Kim Ramirez. Rounding out the list of newcomers are five fresh-
men—Whitney Loftesnes, MacKenzie Mack, Sam Medcalf, Heidi 
Rosenbaum and Alyssa Almond.

The DAC race will be tight once again this season, with 
several teams returning all of their players and others entirely 
rebuilding. Look for the Lady Beavers to be a fun team to watch 
this season with several players having a knack for scoring.    
 
 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
11/10............ Great Falls.............................................................8:00
11/13............ MSU-N..................................................................8:00
11/17............ Rocky Mt................................................... (MST) 7:00
11/25............ Presentation..........................................................7:00
12/1.............. W. Montana............................................... (MST) 8:00
12/2.............. Montana Tech........................................... (MST) 7:00
12/7.............. Dickinson....................................................... 7:30 pm
12/9.............. Brandon......................................................... 7:00 pm
12/18............ UND......................................................................7:00
12/28-30....... Winnipeg Xmas Trn..............................................TBA
1/5................ Black Hills................................................. (MST) 7:30
1/6................ SD Mines.................................................  (MST) 6:00
1/12.............. Jamestown............................................................7:30
1/13.............. Valley City..............................................................6:00
1/19.............. Mayville.................................................................7:30
1/20.............. Dakota...................................................................6:00
1/26.............. Dakota...................................................................7:30
1/27.............. Mayville ................................................................6:00
2/2................ Valley City..............................................................7:30
2/3................ Jamestown............................................................6:00
2/9................ SD Mines..............................................................7:30
2/10.............. Black Hills.............................................................6:00
2/15.............. Dickinson ................................................. (MST) 7:30
2/20-23-26 ... DAC Playoffs.........................................................TBA

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
11/10............ Great Falls.............................................................6:00
11/13............ MSU-N..................................................................6:00
11/21............ Presentation..........................................................7:00
11/28............ Brandon................................................................6:35
12/2.............. Rocky Mt................................................... (MST) 6:00
12/4.............. Brandon................................................................6:30
12/7.............. Dickinson..............................................................5:30
12/10............ Presentation..........................................................4:00
12/12............ Rocky Mt...............................................................7:00
12/28............ Hope International...............................................3:00
12/29............ Westmont College.................................................2:00
1/5................ Black Hills................................................. (MST) 5:30
1/6................ SD Mines.................................................. (MST) 4:00
1/12.............. Jamestown............................................................5:30
1/13.............. Valley City..............................................................4:00
1/19.............. Mayville.................................................................5:30
1/20.............. Dakota...................................................................4:00
1/26.............. Dakota...................................................................5:30
1/27.............. Mayville ................................................................4:00
2/2................ Valley City..............................................................5:30
2/3................ Jamestown............................................................4:00
2/9................ SD Mines..............................................................5:30
2/10.............. Black Hills.............................................................4:00
2/15.............. Dickinson.................................................. (MST) 5:30
2/21-24-27 ... DAC Playoffs.........................................................TBA

home games in bold.

Men’s Preview 
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Become a Beaver Booster 
Member. Support our 
athletes.
For more information, call 
701-858-4451 or e-mail chad.
mcnally@minotstateu.edu.

campus news

College of Arts & Sciences_ ___________________________________
Student Learning, Success, and 
Achievements
•	 A new program in the Biology and 

Chemistry Departments hosted Native 
American students in summer research 
internships that brought eight students 
to campus in 2006. The students 
were primarily from the Fort Berthold  
Reservation and Belcourt. They worked 
on their INBRE (IDeA Network for  
Biomedical Research Excellence) research 
projects with Drs. Chris Beachy, Heidi 
Super, Mikhail Bobylev and Chris 
Keller.

•	 Two graduate students of the Math and 
Computer Science Department have 
received honors. Fred Strand, a math 
teacher at Hatton, was named North 
Dakota’s 2006 Teacher of the Year. Sue 
Strand, a math teacher at Bismarck, 
received the 2005 Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching.

•	 The Spanish Club, supervised by Profes-
sor Liana Henderson, hosted a Cinco de 
Mayo party in May.

•	 The Phi Chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, 
the internat iona l Engl ish honors  
society, inducted four new members in 
May—Jessica Anderson, Krista Barnick, 
Melissa Harris, and Eileen Southam.

•	 A series of diversity lectures and events 
were held during the MSU Diversity 
Week in September. MSU Diversity 
Week is organized by the Diversity 
Action Team from various colleges, 
departments and offices on campus.

New Faculty
•	 Hasan Buker teaches in the Department 

of Criminal Justice. He was previously 
employed as a police supervisor for the 
Turkisk National Police. His main inter-

ests are policing, criminological theory 
and public administration. Originally 
from Turkey, he is married and has two 
children.

•	 Brandon Craswell is an instructor in the 
Music Division. He has played with the 
Atlanta, Indianapolis, Honolulu, and 
Jacksonville Symphonies as well as the 
Civic Orchestra in Chicago. He will be 
working with Grant Linsell with bands 
and will be helping to build the jazz 
program.

•	 Romana Crnkovic was hired as a full-
time instructor to teach physics classes 
in the Division of Science. She was pre-
viously employed at MSU and is from 
Belgrade, Serbia.

•	 Grant Linsell is the new director of 
bands in the Music Division. He is a 
native of Michigan. He and wife Sara 
were recently married. He is bringing a 
new vision for bands at MSU.

•	 A u d r a  M y e r c h i n  i s  t e a c h i n g  
communication and broadcasting 
courses in the Humanities Division. Her 
professional interests include studying 
gender communication and professional  
management communication.

•	 Michael Nason is a full-time instructor 
teaching criminal justice courses on 
the Bismarck campus. He has served in 
a variety of capacities in the criminal 
justice field. He is a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy and has bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in criminal justice 
from MSU. He and wife Donna have 
one son.

•	 Deana Rennick is an art instructor 
in the Humanities Division. She was 
previously the Kenan Visiting Artist  
at Transylvania University in Lexing-
ton, Ky. 

•	 Avis Veikley is the new director of the 
Northwest Art Center. She moved to 
full-time employment at MSU after  
serving for the past four years as an 
adjunct faculty member, teaching percus-
sion in the Music Division.

•	 Alan Widmayer is now a full-time 
instructor in the Division of Social 
Sciences and Department of Criminal 
Justice. He has taught part time in the 
Sociology Department and was previ-
ously an instructor in the criminal justice 
program from 1989-91.

External Resources and Partnerships
•	 Ursula Schittko received a grant on 

Native American botany from the N.D. 
State Historical Society.

•	 Ernst Pijning has received a national 
grant from the U.S. Department of State 
to help support the activities of the Minot 
Area Council for International Visitors.

•	 Laurie Geller and several math faculty 
members received a grant on the Title II 
math and science partnership with the 
N.D. Department of Public Instruction. 
The grant is designed to support the Master 
of Arts in Teaching (MAT) in providing 
professional development opportunities for 
N.D. math teachers as part of the No Child 
Left Behind Act of 2001.

•	 CAS is in the middle of helping the 
university with the development of part-
nership agreements with several tribal 
colleges.

Moving? 
Send your new address to:

MSU Alumni Association, 
500 University Avenue West, Minot, ND 58707

or e-mail us at: alumni@minotstateu.edu
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BRENT ASKVIG received his bachelor of 
science degrees in elementary education 
and mental retardation from Minot State 
in 1981, his master’s degree at MSU in 
special education with an emphasis on 
severe multiple disabilities in 1982, and his 
doctoral degree from the University of Idaho 
in Moscow in 1990. His first teaching 
position was at Bismarck Public Schools, 
where he started the first severe disabilities 

program in that district. He received the Burleigh County and State 
of North Dakota awards for Teacher of the Year from the Association 
for Retarded Citizens in 1984. He returned to Minot State in 1984, 
where he worked as the coordinator for the MSU Infant Development 
Program, later becoming a grant-funded instructor in the 
Department of Special Education. After living in Idaho, he returned 
to MSU in 1990 as an assistant professor in special education, served 
as coordinator of programs in mental retardation and severe 
disabilities and became department chair in 1996. In 1998, Brent 
served as assistant dean in the Graduate School, while continuing  
as a special education faculty member. MSU received a federal grant 
and recognition as a university center of excellence in disabilities in 
1990, and the unit called North Dakota Center for Disabilities was 
started with Brent initially serving as a coordinator of outreach and 
community training. He was named associate director of NDCPD 
in 2004. Brent has been involved in numerous local, state and 
national activities in the disability community. He has served as state 
president for the Council for Exceptional Children, has worked on 
many state and regional disability boards, and was a governor-
appointed member of the state Interagency Coordinating Council 
for Early Intervention and served as president of the council for two 
years. Besides the committee work, grant writing, and service work 
at MSU and around the state, Brent has always been a teacher. He 
continues to teach classes each year, helping to create new special 
education teachers and new alumni for MSU. He and his wife, 
Stacy, have two sons, Joshua and Ethen. 

JOHN KINCHELOE spent the first 17 
years of his professional life associated with 
a residential speech-and-hearing clinic of 
international acclaim, before Dr. Gordon 
Olson offered him the chairmanship of the 
Division of Special Education at MSU in 
1972. During his first years on campus, he 
started several new graduate programs, each 
of which required extensive hands-on 
clinical experiences. Instrumental to this 

rapid growth was his ability to obtain federal grants which 
underwrote faculty positions and provided stipends for students to 
study at MSU. The expansion of special education programs 
overloaded the already cramped clinical facilities on campus, so John 
explored ways to alleviate the problem. He ultimately came up with 
the concept of the Institute for Agricultural and Rural Human 
Resource Development, the key to federal funds used to renovate 

and expand Memorial Hall. He was active professionally on both 
national and state levels and appeared regularly before legislative 
committees to document needs for handicapped persons. He was a 
consultant to the U.S. Office of Education and a number of 
rehabilitation programs from New York to Kentucky. He also served 
on various education and special education accreditation teams 
around the country. He was MSU’s first director of graduate studies 
and served 11 years as Dean of the College of Education and Human 
Services, as it was then called, before he retired in 1996. Of his 
honors, he particularly covets the N.D. Humanitarian Award, a 
recognition by his professional peers, and the United Cerebral Palsy 
National Merit Award. In North Dakota, he is a past president of the 
State Council for Exceptional Children, the Association of Colleges 
of Teacher Education, the Minot Vocational Adjustment Workshop, 
YMCA, and Rotary.

TOM MYHRA earned bachelor of science 
degrees in English, social science, and 
education administration from Minot 
State in 1957, and graduated from the 
University of South Dakota in 1959 with a 
master’s degree in history. He retired from 
teaching in 1990. He taught in Velva, 
N.D., and at the University of South 
Dakota, and served as an administrator in 
Racine, Wis., for one year and for 24 years 

at Fridley, Minn. He was honored as Teacher of the Year in 1966 
and became a finalist for the state contest. As an administrator, he 
was a member of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, was the Minnesota ASCD state treasurer and 
president, served on the national ASCD board of directors and was 
awarded the MASCD Outstanding Leadership award. Tom has 
been a member of the Board of Regents since its inception. He 
served as a leader to revive the Minot State/Brandon International 
Relations Peace Garden conferences, has been an organizer, and 
host of MSU events in Minnesota for annual reunions in the mid-
60s, and was instrumental in the establishment of an MSU 
endowment fund in memory of his mother, Helen Gaheen Myhra, 
a graduate of the first MSU class in 1913, to provide scholarships to 
elementary education majors. He has also served on many 
community organizations. Awards include Fridley Chamber of 
Commerce’s Outstanding Citizen of the Year, the Jaycees Leadership 
Award, and Kiwanian of the Year in 1985. He was instrumental in 
the organization of the Fridley Historical Society, Fridley School 
Foundation, Concerned Citizens of Fridley, and a latchkey program 
for the young people of Fridley. He and his wife, Gloria, a 1957 
MSU graduate, are the parents of three children. In the half century 
since he and Gloria graduated from MSU, they often paraphrase 
Webster: “It is true, stranger, it was a small college, but there are 
hundreds of graduates that love it as we do.”

CURT ZIMBELMAN is a lifelong resident of Minot and has been 
an active participant in growing the community for over 28 years. 
He graduated from Minot Model High School and Minot State 

Golden Awards Event Held
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University in 1972. He is the vice president 
of operations at First Western Bank and 
Trust and was an owner of the Magic City 
Snowbears professional basketball team in 
Minot. Before becoming mayor, Curt was 
a Minot alderman for 24 years and served 
as president of the City Council, chairman 
of the Finance and Improvements 
Committee, chairman of the Airport 
Committee, chairman of the City-County-

School-Park Liaison Committee, and council representative on 

our readers write

Just finished perusing the cover, back and front, and was quite 
surprised at the size of the current and proposed campus. Quite 
impressive.

As a Navy student from March 1944-February 1945, I recall 
that the campus was considerably smaller. I arrived there one week 
past my 18th birthday. It consisted of what is now Old Main, 
where all the classes were taught and for the administration of the  
college and Navy organizations; Dakota Hall, housing all Navy 
V-12; Pioneer Hall, housing some V-12 and all of the Navy V-5  
aviation cadets; the powerhouse; Model School; the Student Union, 
which was located about where the “wellness center addition” is 
shown; and the football/baseball field/obstacle course, which were 
located about where the mailing label is on the back cover. Plenty 
big enough for the 300 or so Navy types and somewhat less of the 
civilian students.

I note McCulloch Hall, which I assume was named for Hazel 
McCulloch, our dedicated, caring and talented history teacher. 
None of us knew she was a librarian by profession. We soon learned 
she was a learned scholar and researcher. In the spring of 1944, 
one of the wags in my section decided to sidetrack Hazel for part 
of the period of U.S. history by asking for her speculation on the 
possible date of any invasion of Europe, specifically France and the 
low countries. Hazel stated that she had been reviewing the tide 
tables and had found that the best time for a landing in Normandy 
beaches, her choice for the operation, would be the early morning 
of June 6, about 0530, that being the optimum tidal low. If that 
time was not chosen, then the next optimum tide low would not 
occur until September. She missed the landing at Omaha Beach, 
one of the Normandy beaches, by half an hour, as there were stormy 
conditions that delayed the landing. Many of the 17-19- year-old 
sailors were impressed. Hazel was a special gift to us as a teacher 
and friend. She was, at that time, a fairly short, plump, gray-haired, 
grandmotherly appearing lady who none of us would have suspected 
knew anything about tide tables, with Minot being a substantial 
distance from salt water. 

Educators come in all sizes and packages, we learned at then 
Minot State Teacher’s College. I am personally delighted to see her 
name on a building. She was a class act.

I didn’t see a building for Nellie Swenson. She, like Hazel, 
was a career librarian. However, in our day, she was a full-time 
math teacher for the Navy students. I had her for calculus, not by 
desire or choice, as the Navy didn’t allow such. We were lucky to 

have her, as she was also an extremely caring, dedicated, prescient 
teacher. My section was a bonehead group, and I often felt sorry 
for her. She smiled a lot at the stumbling of our efforts with this 
challenging subject and went out of her way to see that we made it 
through successfully. I am 80 years old and still wonder how Nellie 
managed to steer me and others through.

Those of us who attended MSTC were especially blessed, even 
though at the time we had no idea why we were sent to North 
Dakota, of all places, for a Navy unit. Nellie Swenson was a gift to us 
and a joy as a teacher; none of us knew she was really a librarian.

Your university holds a special place in my heart. I only spent 
three semesters there, but they gave me the academic foundation 
to progress further during those unpleasant and trying times 
worldwide and in my postwar education.

— Jim Rabideau
Pasco, Wash.

the Minot Conventions and Visitors Bureau and the Minot 
Recreation Commission. During his time as mayor, Curt has 
actively supported Minot Air Force Base retention efforts, 
intermodel facility efforts, economic development activities, a 
future community bowl, and many other community projects. 
Curt and his wife, Linda, have four grown children and four 
grandchildren. Curt has enjoyed sports his entire life and is an 
active football official. He has worked to bring many national 
softball tournaments to Minot and has been the treasurer for the 
high school tournament committee for many years. He is a 
longtime member of the Sertoma Club of Minot.

Golden Awards continued…

 

Alumni Association

Nominations Sought
M i n o t  S t a t e 
University Alumni 
Association con-
tinues to accept 
nominations for 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
for the Golden 
Award. 

Selection for 
the award is based 
on one or more 
specified criteria. 
T h e  G o l d e n 

Awards committee reviews the nominations and selects names to 
be submitted to the Alumni Board of Directors for final approval.

Anyone interested in nominating someone should utilize  
the official nomination form. This can be found on the Web  
site at www.minotstateu.edu or contact the Alumni Office 
(701-858-3234). The next recognition event may be held in 
fall 2007.
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crossroads

50s
Les Christianson ’52, Devils Lake, was inducted into the Devils Lake 
Teacher Hall of Fame in May. He served as the junior high principal for 
13 years and as the athletic director for nine years at Devils Lake. He 
retired in 1987. He and his wife, Ruth, have two grown children, Brian 
and Debbie.

60s

Michael J. Lalum attended MSU 1962-67 majoring in music education. 
His trumpet virtuoso skills culminated in a lifelong professional career 
in Southern California. He played trumpet with many renowned bands, 
including Ray Charles, Les Brown, Miles Davis and the Los Angeles Sym-
phony. He was a studio musician for over 31 years. Mike won acclaim, not 
for his trumpet, but for long-distance running. He has run over 70,000 
miles—three times around the earth. He is shown with some of over 5,000 
awards he has won in 37 years of long-distance running events. He has 
been inducted into over 23 Halls of Fame in the United States for athletics.

Chuck ’62 and Diane (Thom) ’64 Walker have lived and worked in 
many places over the years and decided to move to Cando. Chuck has 
worked for Coldwell Bankers in Minot for 35-plus years. He is semi- 
retired and working out of his home in Cando. The couple has four chil-
dren and five grandchildren.

Gene Buen ’64, Velva, was inducted into the 
National High School Coaches Hall of Fame 
at a ceremony held in Branson, Mo., in June. 
Gene taught secondary math and coached at 
Velva High School for 35 years. He was also the 
American Legion baseball coach for 32 years. 
Gene was North Dakota Baseball Coach of the 
Year in 1975 and 1994. He was also inducted 
into the North Dakota High School Coaches 

Association Hall of Fame in 1991 and the American Legion Hall of Fame 
in 1996. He was also named National High School Coaches Association 
Baseball Coach of the Year in 1992. Gene retired in 1999. He and his wife, 
Pat, continue to live in Velva. They have three grown children, Dianna, 
Dan and David, and two grandchildren.

Clarence Daniel ’68, Spiritwood, was endorsed in April by the District 
29 Dem/NPL for a position with the House of Representatives. Clarence 

After 58 Years
Joe Bolyard ’49 and Joy Kippen Sanders ’47 were pictured on the 

cover of the Student Life Bulletin in June 1947 while attending Minot 
State together. Following graduation, each went separate ways. 

In January 2006, they reconnected after 58 years between flights in 
Minneapolis and decided to meet in Minot this past summer so that 
they could retake this photo (bottom, right). 

So where have they been? 
Joy graduated from Minot State in 1947 with a bachelor of science 

degree in English and minors in science and education. She taught in 
Culbertson, Mont., for one year. She married Lee Sanders, who attended 
MSU in 1942 and 1945-47. They have two children. In 1949, they 
moved to California, and she taught junior high school in Freedom, 
Calif., for 10 years. They moved to Santa Clara, Calif., and she taught 
30 years in Silicon Valley’s Cupertino Union School District, where she 
was chosen Teacher of the Year. She and Lee also taught in Kinshasa, 
Congo, under a sister-city arrangement with the American School there. 
She retired in 1990. Retirement has found her traveling and touring all 
continents except Antarctica, where her view of that continent was by a 
low-flying chartered flight. She notes: “Many trips with the family were 
to North Dakota, where I have maintained close ties and have always 
been grateful for the educational program I received there.”

Joe graduated from Minot State in 1949 with a B.A. in music and 
minor in math and history. He began his teaching career in Fessenden, 
N.D., and taught there for two years. He married Ethel Melby in 1952, 
and they had two children. He moved to Minnesota and taught in 
Herman for five years and in Farmington for 15 years. He received his 
master’s in music from the University of Iowa and did advanced degree 
work at Vandercook College of Music in Chicago. He retired in 1990 
after 20 years of teaching instrumental music in Kenosha, Wisc. He has 
traveled to all of the United States and all Canadian provinces.

Joe and Joy spent almost a week in the Minot area in July revisiting 
many of the locations they remembered and reminiscing about their 
days at Minot State.

Photo—Stephanie Burkle.
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retired in the spring after 25 years as director of Stutsman County Social 
Services. Since retiring, he has been active in AARP and currently serves 
on a juvenile policy board for the Supreme Court, studying the Century 
Code as it pertains to Juvenile Court.

Elaine Larson ’68, Minot, received a doctorate of education (Ed.D.) in 
educational leadership from University of North Dakota in August. She 
presented her dissertation on the perception of future needs for family and 
consumer science teachers in North Dakota’s public schools.

70s
Mike Thorson ’78, Bismarck, was 
inducted into the NAIA Hall of 
Fame in the coaches’ category at the 
spring ceremony in Fresno, Calif. He 
notes, “I contribute my success to 
the education I received at MSU, es-
pecially Wiley Wilson. Coaches like 
Wiley, Wes Luther, Ken Becker and 
Bert Leidholt were instrumental in 
shaping my life.”

80s
Cathy (Rohde) Muus ’81, Twin Falls, Idaho, was selected as the Southern 
Idaho Learning Center’s Educator of the Year. The award is given by par-
ents to a teacher who has gone the extra mile in instructing their bright, 
but sometimes difficult to teach, students, according to a news release.

Klara Huesers ’83, Falls Church, Va., is an attorney-adviser with the 
Social Security Administration as part of the commissioner’s rollout of 
the Federal Reviewing officer part of her disability service improvement 
plan.

Lisa (Erfle) Balas ’84, Overland Park, Kan., works at YRC Worldwide, 
aka Yellow Roadway, as a liability claims examiner. She has a seven year-
old daughter, Brittany Jo.

Beth (Erickson) Conner ’84, Monsey, N.Y., was honored in June with 
a 2006 Tribute to Women and Industry Award. The event recognizes 
women across corporations, awarding them for their contributions and 
achievements. Conner, marketing manager, manages marketing and  
Internet communications, both internal and external, for the B-to-B/
AVIT channel at Sony Electronics, Inc. She is a 16-year Sony veteran and 
has a history of community-service contributions.

Michelle (Nelson) Stroud ’88, Lethbridge, Alberta, was named  
Lethbridge Herald Teacher of the Year. This  
is her first year of teaching grade two in the  
Lethbridge school district, after completing 10 
years of teaching kindergarten in the Horizon 
School Division. She is married to David Stroud. 
He attended MSU 1984-87 and is a chiropractor. 
They have four sons. Michelle is the daughter of 

Bob and Judy (Sneva) ’64 Nelson of Minot.

Paul Lucy ’89, Minot, has been hired as Director of the Division of  
Economic Development and Finance for the N.D. Department of  
Commerce. He is responsible for leading the state’s efforts to attract,  

Crossroads
Please let us hear from you with news of 

your career updates, marriage, family, address 

change, etc. While you’re at it, include a  

photograph if you have one. 

Name	 Class

Address

 

Phone

Email

Mail to: Crossroads, Alumni Association 
	 Minot State University 
	 500 University Avenue West 
	 Minot, ND  58707  
	 e-mail: alumni@minotstateu.edu

Stationed at Camp Anaconda, Iraq, performing route clearance operations, 
are (from left to right): Master Sgt. Todd Aannerud ’93, Sgt. Jory Buchweitz 
’95, Spc. John Gruenberg ’00, Sgt. Shea Colby ’03, Sgt. Charles Colby 
’02, and Sgt. Dan Klein ’96 & ’01. The photo was taken by 1st Lt. Kris 
Neset, in front of a Buffalo, route clearance vehicle for IED’s (improvised 
explosive devices).
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retain and expand businesses. He was previ-
ously employed as the senior vice president 
of business development for the Greater 
Fargo Moorhead Economic Development 
Corporation, where he was instrumental in  
developing and implementing an aggressive 
primary-sector-business recruitment marketing 
program.

90s
Allen ’93 and Annette Deplazes ’92 currently 
have two homes. Annette lives and works in 
Bremerton, Wash., and Allen lives and works in 
Forks, Wash., where their youngest daughter is a 
senior in high school. After her graduation, they 
will make their home in Bremerton. Allen is in 
his third year at Forks Community Hospital, and  
Annette is in her 11th year with DCPS. They 
have three daughters, Alisha, Amber, and Aleana. 
They spend their summers taking some of their 
five classic cars to parades and car shows.

Zona (Allmaras) Mielke ’92, Peoria, Ariz., 
is in her ninth year of teaching in the Peoria  
Unified School District. She teaches elementary 
general music for grades K-6 and elementary 
chorus for grades 5-8 at Heritage Elementary. She 
is married to Scott, and they have two daugh-
ters, Carolyn and Elyse.

Michael J. McCloud ’94, Jamestown, has been 
a trooper with the North Dakota Highway  
Patrol since 1995. He was promoted to the rank  
of sergeant and reassigned as district sergeant 
of the Jamestown Highway Patrol district in  
August. He was previously stationed as a trooper 
in Kenmare and Minot.

Lori (Chaher) Tiegs ’96 has lived in  
Edmonton, Alberta, since 2000. She was a  

senior graphic artist 
for 10 years in the 
printing industry and 
recently started a 
home-based design 
business, Whale Tail 
Graphics. She also 
teaches a design course 

part-time, as well as being an active photographer. 
She is married to Dean Tiegs, a senior systems 
analyst.

Donelle Carter ’99, Circle Pines, Minn., was 
inducted into the NAIA Hall of Fame at the 
spring ceremony in Fresno, Calif.

Lloyd Mickelson ’55 writes…

A lifetime dream to go to Antarctica for two reasons: 1) to see what is there and 2) to 
conquer the last continent in my quest to visit all seven continents.  Mission accomplished!  In 
January, I had the privilege to go to South America 
and Antarctica with a college friend, Jack Geving, 
originally from Ryder, N.D.

We flew to Buenos Aires, Argentina. The city 
of Buenos Aires is reminiscent of Paris. There is 
much French architecture. All will recognize the 
Pink Palace that housed Eva and Juan Peron. The 
city was very easy to get around cheaply by 
taxi. It was not uncommon to see a number 
of dog walkers. Some walked as many as 20 
dogs at a time. I was told they get about $30 per dog per 

month. It is a great, inexpensive city. I recommend a visit. 
From Buenos Aires, we flew to the National Iguacu Park, 
which lies on the border of Argentina and Brazil. Iguacu 
Falls is truly a stupendous site, noted for its number of water 
falls. There are up to 290 water falls cascading during the rainy 
season, with an average of 135 plus during the other seasons.   
We flew from Buenos Aires to Ushuaia, Argentina, the 
most southern city, where we boarded the Marco Polo 

ship, Orient Lines. We lucked out in sailing across the Drake Passage (where the Pacific 
and the Atlantic oceans meet [collide] and cause quite an uproar), in that we had smoother  
waters from the norm of a rampaging sea. Standing on the actual continent really only  
happened once on the peninsula, but it is still walking on THE CONTINENT!  It was exciting 
to walk among the number of penguins. We saw two types: the 
gentoo and the chinstrap. Other live creatures observed were the 
crabeater and leopard seals, whales, and a number of different 
species of birds.  No, there are no polar bears in Antarctica!  I 
did see polar bears when I was previously in the Arctic Circle. 
The cruise gave us access to viewing many ice floes—big 
and small. One photo shows where the ships’ zodiacs were  
harnessed to prevent a big ice floe from hitting the ship and 
doing damaged; there were many ice bergs—remember about 90 percent of the ice berg is below 
the water line; many mountain islands with many glaciers; and the cold, cold blue of the glaciers 
and the water. It being summer at the South Pole, the temperature was between 30 and 40 degrees 
above zero with a bright sunshine.  The sun set about 11:30 p.m. and rose again about 2:30 a.m. 

Many countries have expedition sites on the numerous 
islands as well as on the main continent. The continent 
tends to shift, and it grows and gets smaller depend-
ing upon the amount of ice accumulated during the 
normal cold time of the year. The exact point of the 
South Pole can drift as much as 30 feet in a year’s time. 
The highlight of this tour was the opportunity to 
have lunch in Buenos Aires with my granddaughter 

Laura, son Marshal’s daughter.  Laura went to Antarctica with a group of students 
from the Pacific Lutheran University at Tacoma, Wash.  She is such a delight and world  
traveler.  She spent last spring semester 
in Scotland and toured Europe and 
has been to Australia.  My point is, 
she will probably have visited all 
seven continents before she is 30 
years old, which took me 74 years to  
accomplish!



29winter 2006

in memoriam

It is with honor we 
dedicate this section to 
recognize alumni and 
friends who have passed 
away from July to 
October 15, 2006. 

(’27) Schempp, Hulda; 
Garrison; Septem-
ber 2006; age 102

(’31) Lierbo (Knutson), 
Alma E.; Minot; 
October 2006; 
age 94

(’32) Broe (Enget), 
Harriet; Blaine, 
Minn./Williston; 
September 2006; 
age 100

(’32) Folden (Kringlee), 
Ethel K.; Milwaukie, 
Ore.; July 2006; 
age 95

(’34) Barrow (Bugge), 
Dorice; Racine, 
Wis.; February 
2006; age 93

(’34) Switzer (Chris-
tenson), Frances V.; 
Fort Collins, Colo.; 
September 2006; 
age 94

(’35) Danielson 
(Torgerson), Myla 
E.; Sioux Falls, S.D./
Minot; June 2006; 
age 90

(’35) Lervick, Marvin 
L.; Bismarck;  
August 2006;  
age 95

(’36) Baker (McGrath), 
Kathryn “Kay”; 
Minot; October 
2006; age 93

(’37) Hawthorne 
(Wendland), 
Gladys; Dearborn, 
Mich.; July 2006; 
age 93

(’37) Osland (Belford), 
Eleanor M; Park 
River/Devils Lake; 
August 2006; age 
89

(’38) Saugstad (Friesen), 
Leona M.; Logan; 
October 2006; 
age 87

(’39) Simpson (Rod), 
Anna V.; Williston; 

September 2006; 
age 93

(’40) Johner (Chris-
tiansen), Marie E.; 
Minot; October 
2006; age 89

(’40) Pearson (Han-
well), Augusta G.; 
Wing; September 
2006; age 86

(’40) Ristvedt, Paul 
C.; Minot; July 
2006; age 88

(’40) Zook (McFad-
den), June; Minne-
apolis, Minn.; July 
2006; age 88

(’41/’67) Tange-
dahl (Swedlund), 
Lucille; Bismarck; 
September 2006; 
age 84

(’51) Young, Don E.; 
Truckee, Calif.; 
September 2006; 
age 79

(’52) Jablovskis 
(Zodrow), Beverly; 
Schoolcraft, Mich.; 
February 2006

(’54) Gehring, Virgil; 
Fargo; September 
2006; age 78

(’55) Foster (Smith), 
Germaine “Gerry”; 
Port Orchard, 
Wash.; September 
2006; age 71

(’55) Miller, Virgil L.; 
Minot; September 
2006; age 73

(’57) Carlson (Azure), 
Viola; Bottineau; 
September 2006; 
age 71

(’59) Lodoen (Henry), 
Bette J.; Westhope; 
September 2006; 
age 67

(’60) Kok (Endresen), 
Sharon A.; 
Bismarck/Plaza; 
August 2006;  
age 68

(’63) Lamore  
(Hokenstad,  
Helgeson), Julia; 
Cocoa Beach, Fla.; 
June 2006; age 64

(’63) Rovenko 
(Kizima), Annie J.; 

Max; August 2006; 
age 86

(’64) Bakken (Roe), 
Angelette G.; 
Minot; October 
2006; age 94

(’67) Ronnie (Ander-
son), Lillian M.; 
Minot; August 
2006; age 91

(’69) Bursinger 
(James), Margaret 
M.; Cando; August 
2006; age 80.

(’70) Laber (John-
ston), Barbara A.; 
Glencoe, Minn.; 
August 2006;  
age 78

(’70) Mahaney 
(Frederick), Joyce; 
Toledo, Ohio; June 
2006; age 59

(’70) Rendahl  
(Simmons), 
Blanche J.; Bothell, 
Wash.; August 
2006; age 91

(’75) Blessum, Ronald 
L.; Minot; July 
2006; age 54

(’78) Morgan, Milton 
C., Sr.; Thermopo-
lis, Wyo.; June 
2006; age 73

(’80) Wardley-Niemi 
(Patterson), Sylvia 
C.; Beaver Creek, 
Ohio; July 2006; 
age 51

(’90) Graves (Lansverk), 
Debra K.; Minot; 
August 2006;  
age 54

(’98) Kelly, Delmer T.; 
Moorhead, Minn.; 
August 2006;  
age 43

(’99) Just (Bonnet), 
Darla Mae; Minot; 
September 2006; 
age 42

ATTENDED
Baggenstoss, Art; 

Lansford;  
September 2006; 
age 92

Bauer, Craig; Minot; 
September 2006; 
age 43

Berglund (Sevalson), 
Doris L.; New 
Town; October 
2006; age 93

Bossert, Magdalen; 
Minot/Karlsruhe; 
August 2006;  
age 82

Coats, Keith B.;  
Vancouver, Wash.; 
July 2006; age 70

DeTienne (Holst), 
Jeanice E.; Minot; 
August 2006;  
age 76

Ebner (Stearns), Hazel 
I.; Cando; August 
2006; age 100

Endresen (Bjordahl), 
Inga A.; Minot;  
August 2006;  
age 94

Erb (Ross), Hazel; 
Tigard, Ore.; June 
2006; age 92

Erickson (Gunderson), 
Bernice; Crosby; 
June 2006; age 87

Fjeld (Newman),  
Evelyn M.; Wil-
liston; July 2006; 
age 91

Gorze (Loughead), 
Phyllis E.; Minot; 
July 2006; age 76

Grilley, Donavan 
“Don”; Minot/
Deering; September 
2006; age 85

Hall (Dunn), Gladys 
L.; Minot/Deering; 
August 2006;  
age 95

Haman (Schiele), N. 
Winona; Towner; 
July 2006; age 86

Hjelmstad (Harstad), 
Tilda; Minot/ 
Glenburn; July 
2006; age 92

Hollar (Marks),  
Frances M.; 
Billings, Mont.; 
September 2006; 
age 100

Hovey, Solvig; Fes-
senden; September 
2006; age 85

Johnson (Lee), Emma; 
Minot/Carpio;  
August 2006; age 86

Kern (Teets), Clarice 
“Claire”; Sarasota, 
Fla.; September 
2006; age 75

Lemke (Murphy), 
Helen E.; Newport, 
Wash.; August 
2006; age 92

Luckey (Steen), Diane 
L.; Minot; July 
2006; age 45

Luhn (Johnson), Mae  
O.; Crossville, Tenn.; 
July 2006; age 82

Paulson, Jerald 
“Jerry”; Sun City 
West, Ariz.; July 
2006; age 83

Polson (Hanson), 
Ruth; Lander, 
Wyo.; August 2006; 
age 93

Santos, Jeremiah S.; 
Devils Lake; June 
2006; age 21

Saunders (Jeannotte), 
Marie “Mickie”; 
Minot; May 2006; 
age 85

Schwarz (Knudson), 
Gladys J.; North 
Oakes, Minn.;  
August 2006;  
age 91

Shirley (Batesole), 
Vesper; Minot/Lake 
Metigoshe; June 
2006; age 94

Swenson, Marvin L.; 
Minot; September 
2006; age 79

VanVleet (Lunden), 
Gladys; Bismarck; 
September 2006; 
age 90

Vassar (Swanson), 
Thelma E.; Minot; 
September 2006; 
age 98

Wangsness (Haugen), 
Pearl; Kenmare; 
August 2006; age 
77

Ziegler (Larson), 
Leona M.; Gar-
rison; September 
2006; age 95

FRIENDS
Galvin, Joe; Minot; 

July 2006; age 90.

Paterson, William C.; 
New Hope, Minn.; 
May 2006; age 80.

Sauer, Harold; Glen-
burn; August 2006; 
age 76

Swenson, Marvin L.; 
Minot; September 
2006; age 79

FORMER 
FACULTY/STAFF

Ballmann, Everett A.; 
Fargo; October 
2006; age 77; taught 
courses in American 
foreign policy and 
international rela-
tions from 1968 to 
1972; advisor for 
International Peace 
Garden Conference.

Bleess (Sirek), Mary 
Ann; Grand Forks; 
July 2006; age 54; 
former administra-
tive assistant for 
MSU Dean of Arts 
& Sciences.

Brewer, Dr. Richard 
H.; Richfield, N.C.; 
May 2006; music 
faculty 1949-51.

Burnes, Bruce; Red 
Wing, Minn.; May 
2006; age 73; former 
chair and professor 
of the education 
department from 
1986 to 1998.

Ruge, Elizabeth S. 
“Libby”; Mulvane, 
Kan.; August 2006, 
age 99; MSTC 
bookstore manager 
for five years in the 
30’s.

Schwarz, Dr. Ira Paul; 
Norwich, England; 
June 2006; music 
faculty 1961-66; 
founder of Minot 
chapter of Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia.

Sebulius, Kenneth 
H.; Bottineau; Sep-
tember 2006; plant 
services employee 
1974-93 in heating 
and ventilation 
maintenance.
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advancement

$100,000 IRA Gifts Rollover Passes
T	he Pension Protection Act of 2006 has  

	 been passed by Congress and signed by the 
President. It opens up new options for charitable 

giving from your IRAs. The gift opportunities are for 
current IRA gifts of up to $100,000 annually in 2006 
and 2007 for individuals age 70 ½ and above.

There are five general categories that alumni and 
friends of Minot State University will fit into as they 
explore the opportunities for giving to MSU from their 
IRAs.

Convenience Donor
The first category is the convenience donor. The majority of IRA owners 

delay taking IRA withdrawals until November or December of each year. 
This occurs for two reasons. First, the longer the funds are in the IRA, 
the more time there is to benefit from tax-free growth. Second, many IRA 
owners do not need the IRA income to cover their living expenses.

As the individual approaches the end of the year, he or she will need to 
make decisions. If an IRA owner is actively making gifts to charity during 
the year, then it may occur to him or her that this is a good opportunity 
to make an additional gift. Convenience donors will contact their IRA 
custodians to arrange for the IRA charitable rollover.

Fortunately, the IRA charitable rollover will qualify for the donor’s  
required minimum distribution. There is no charitable income tax  
deduction, and you do not have to count the distribution as income.  
It is simply a very convenient way to help Minot State University.

Generous Donor
The second category is the generous donor, who wants to give past  

the 50 percent of adjusted gross income limit. This is the maximum  
permissible level for cash gifts each year. The excess gifts may be carried 
forward and deducted over the following five years.

If there is a desire to give more, they can give up to 50 percent of 
adjusted gross income from their regular assets and then make “over and 
above” gifts from their IRA. Some generous donors may, in effect, give 
100 percent or more of income included in taxable income, and it will 
have no impact on their regular income and other charitable gifts.

Major Donor
The third category is the major donor. As the rules have continually 

become more favorable for IRAs and the withdrawal schedule has been 
reduced, large IRAs will continue to grow. Over longer periods of time, 
there are occasional market dips and drops, but the longer-term trend 
is positive, and large IRAs will continue to increase in value. For many 
professionals and business owners, the IRA may even become the vast 
majority of the estate. They have a need to do some “asset balancing,” or 
there may be major future income tax problems.

Therefore, it may be desirable for the major donor to give $100,000 
per year to charity from his or her IRA. This has the advantage of “balancing” 
the estate assets.

In addition, there may be income tax benefits. If 
the donor were to take the IRA into his or her own 
personal income, there are several types of exemp-
tions that are phased out at higher income levels. 
Thus, it may actually be preferable to make the gift 
directly from the IRA rather than making a charitable 
gift from regular income.

Standard Deduction Donor
The fourth category, a standard deduction donor, 

will benefit from a direct IRA to a charity gift. Many 
seniors do not have a mortgage, and their medical 

deductions are less than 7.5 percent of adjusted gross income. Thus, 
they may not have a sufficient level of deductions to itemize and choose,  
instead, to use the standard deduction.

If this donor withdraws $1,000 from his or her IRA and then gives 
it to charity, there is $1,000 of increased income with no offsetting  
charitable deduction since the standard deduction is taken. Therefore,  
it will be preferable for donors taking a standard deduction to make  
IRA gifts directly to charity and avoid the additional income tax.

Social Security Donor
Finally, the Social Security recipient may also benefit from IRA gifts. 

Social Security is subject to two levels of taxation. For donors who have 
income in excess of the first level, 50 percent of Social Security is taxed. 
For donors with income in excess of the second level, up to 85 percent of 
Social Security income may be subject to tax.

Withdrawing an amount from an IRA may potentially cause the  
recipient’s income to increase from the 50 percent taxable bracket to the 
85 percent Social Security taxable bracket. Even though the withdrawn 
amount is given to charity and deducted, there still is taxation with the 
added 35 percent bracket. Thus, by making the transfer directly to charity, 
many Social Security recipients will save substantial taxes.

There are four requirements for a qualified IRA charitable gift: 
1.	The IRA gift must otherwise have been includable in ordinary  

income to the IRA owner. 
2.	The IRA owner must be 70 1/2 or older.
3. The gift must be to a qualified exempt public charity and may not 

have any limitations that would disqualify a charitable deduction.
4.	The recipient may not be a private foundation, supporting organiza-

tion or donor-advised fund.
I hope you will give serious consideration to making a gift to the Minot 

State University Foundation from your IRA. Please contact your IRA  
custodian to arrange for the IRA charitable rollover. 

—Bradley Botz, 
Vice President for Advancement
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Crane Hall recently received a $4.4 million facelift. The new residence hall features suite-style living to accommodate modern students’ penchant for privacy. 
The original building (inset) was constructed in 1960. (Photo by Sandra Nordstrom.)


